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"I ; ‘tard ' mes. We hope 
Once again we feel the need to apologise for our tardy deadlines, We hoy 


a 48 page issue (our largest ever) makes up for the wait. We will have ey 
more issue out before the World CUup and then like the rest of the wor : 
we will be hibernating for a month. If you have ANYT HING to get of 
your chest, get it to us by May 25 or save it ‘til August. 


Hello to the bye 


The decision to deny Auckland Kings admission to the Ericsson Cup next season 
is one of the few conservative decisions Soccer Australia has made in recent years. 
After the tag in ig admissions of Collingwood, Perth, Carlton and now the 
Northern Spirit, it seemed almost too €asy to admil the Kings and have a nice, 
convenient thirty regular-season matches a year, right? 

Wrong. And boy, were the Kiwi bid team peed off. On the surface, both Kiwis 
and Aussies can feel aggrieved that the Trans-Tasman rivalry will not penetrate the 
domestic scene. Particularly at a time when the New Zealand national side can only 
just see the light at the end of the long dark tunnel they have been in for a decade or 
more. Not many people can remember - off the top of their head - the last time the 
Kiwis beat us at senior level (even if their under-age combinations have given us 
heartburn in recent years) and the prospect of the REAL Socceroos falling to the All 
Whites over the next decade appears remote, so it may ultimately be at club leve| 
where the Trans-Tasman rivalry needs to be nurtured, 

As SU has stated previously, it is in Australia's best interest that Oceania nations 
(yes, even EnZed) improve ata rapid rate both on and off the park and the best way 
to do that is to integrate as many talented Oceania players as we can, not be 
sending them to the various institutes but by the clubs issuing invitations to clubs 
around the Pacific to act as feeder clubs and so on. |t happens everywhere else in 
the world, why not here? 

But all that is for the future. For now we have to content ourselves with a 
diminishing standard of competition. Soccer Australia - unwilling to embroil 
themselves in another lengthy off-season court battle - have given the existing clubs 
@ year (or two) to get their houses in order before the next big shotgun is pulled from 
the holster, Maybe then we'll see something resembling the national competition this 
country badly needs. 


Fuel for the fire? 


The decision to play Croatia in Zagreb on June 6 is a curious one to say the least, 
It is no secret that Soccer Australia have had running battles with the Croatian 
federation in recent years, over Mark Viduka, over Joe Simunic, over Ante seric, and 
that's without mentioning the running battles with local Croatian entities sydney 
United and Melbourne Knights. Suspicions and suspicious motives entwine the 
complex relationships between the parties so perhaps a ‘clearing of the air’ can be 
arranged for all concerned when June 6 comes around. Well, that's probably the 
hope. 

The reality is that the local Croatian community will be rubbing their hands at the 
prospect of a return visit by the Croatians to these shores in early 1999. ay of 
them will remember the tour of 1992, when they went berzerk in the wake of the 
country's announced independence, an emotional roller-coaster that spilled over at 
SOccer venues, | 
Soccer Australia’s decision to invite them back suggests one of two things. Either 
SocAus are offering an olive branch to the Croatian community in the hope of peace 
and harmony, or they are giving them enough rape to hang themselves. 

Come early next year, the ball will be firmly in the Croatians’ court. 


What's in a name? Just ask the Storm. 


Fascinating to see the argument between the new ARL team Melbourne Storm 
and the governing body over the right to display player's names on the back of their 
shirts. Glen Lazarus and his teammates firmly believe that in order to assist their 
penetration of a virgin market they need to have the players’ names prominently 
displayed. The NRL advised them they were in breach of the rules. As is the case 
in the Ericsson Cup, Joe Public is the loser. Unsure of who's who in the zoo, he will 
be reliant on the accuracy of the match programme or the constant identification of 
players by the television commentators. 

As true believers of the round-ball code, it's nice to know administrators in other 
Sports can be just as ignorant (to public requirements) as those in our own code. 


Can we walk before we can run, please? 


While South Melbourne shouldn't be castigated too heavily for suggesting an all- 
Melbourne grand final could be held at the MCG (you have to think big before you 
can be big) it seems remarkable that the South board could even consider such a 
prospect when their average home gate has been woeful (by their expectations), and 
with Carlton attracting (let's be honest here) less than half the attendance they 
initially anticipated, the MCG push was stillborn, 

With AFL matches scheduled for the MCG on the 15th, 16th and 17th of May, ihe 
Ericsson Cup grand final would have been played midweek in any case, and SocAus 
showed how much confidence they had in a large turnout by eventually shilling the 
Ericsson Cup grand final to a Saturday night to avoid parking problems caused by 
basketball and AFL matches within 500 yards on the Sunday, 

Parking problems? Well, you know, unless South fans can park their 
Commodores out the front then it's all a bit too hard, isn't it? Maybe they're just 
confused by the new MetCard system as well. __ 

But at least South have shown some initiative in approaching the Melbourne 
Major Events Committee. We can only hope the MMEC will keep a close eye on 
events in May with a view to maybe getting involved next season, or the one after 
that, or the one after that, or the... 
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Northern Spirit gets the (cheque) book out! 

Potential fans of Northern Spirit should note that they will have a Northern Spirit 
Club as an official supporters group. The club is also currently working on a song 
and a mascot. 
Meanwhile the recruiting men have wasted bugger all time letting the rest of the 
leaque know they are serious about ‘doing a Carlton’ and making the finals in their 
first season. Word out of Bob Jane suggests mullti-championship medal winner 
Fausto De Amicis has been offered a contract in the six-figure region and he isn’t the 
only one being offered Monopoly money. Other names mentioned include Dean 
Culina, Paul Bilokapic and Mark Rudan. Stay tuned for a frantic off-season... 


But at least one player said ‘Non!’ 

You just had to admire the Northern Spirit publicity machine with their idea of 
recruiting Eric Cantona for a series of quest appearances. They certainly made an 
impact in the press, and not just in Sydney either, 

The fact that the Spirit asked other clubs whether they would be interested in 
sharing the cost of recruiting Cantona showed that somebody in the club was serious 
about the Frenchman, yet asking opponents to pay the wages of the opposition? 

No wonder the clubs weren't keen! And while the idea of increased gate takings 
makes the idea seem conceivable we just cannot see why members would want to 
pay for a player to try and beat them! 


The worrying logical extension of all the Cantona negotiations was that Soccer 
Australia would obviously then be under enormous pressure to manipulate the fixture 
list to enable Northern Spirit to cash in. Yes, we know the clubs put in a wish list at 
the start of each season and some are treated more favourably than others. But this 
really does sound like the tail wagging the dog. What was that about lobbying and 
the art of politics in sport again? 


Check those Olympic teamsheets in 2016... 

Congratulations are definitely in order for stats guru Andrew Howe whose wile 
recently presented him with a fine young boy named Rueben, which would be the 
end of the story if he didn't already have a son named Oliver (Ollie + Rue = Olyron) 
And he reckons it wasn't deliberate..... 


SPIC and span? It's easy to be cynical. 
Yep, it's time for another chapter in the ongoing 
‘Where the hell is the game headed saga. 


In late February the game's stakeholders held yet another t SocAu 
HQ and yet again they agreed to disagree on a variet ies, includin = 
financial position of the soverning badly, ah RRS 
_._ ne stakeholders also considered documents submitted by the three main 
factions’ in Oz soccer (the SocAus board, the Ericsson Cup clubs and the stale 
agra tr and xr me Soke time a committee was formed to try and find 

uiicient common threads to create anothe hv | 
next twelve torth, nother patchwork plan to get us through the 

This committee even has an impressive name - "Strategic Planning 
Implementation Committee” or SPIC, but a look through the names of the ten 
committeepersons suggests little progress could be made at their meetings. Why 
the pessimism? Take a closer look at a few of the committee. 


Wallace Dann - Chairman of SPIC and current president of the Quee 
| , nsland § 
pereee For a more detailed profile can we suggest you get hold of 'The on 
George Negus - SocAus boardmember and the mediator of the 1995 Nati 
| S - | ational 
Soccer Summit is back for more and with all due respect to George it's time he put 
some runs on the board. While David Hill has led from the front, Negus - perhaps” 
due to various philosophical differences - has preferred a back seat and the 
accusations of George being nothing more than a media liason officer and travel 
consulatant don't seem as petty as they did a year ago. | 
George Vasilopoulos - Current president of South Melbourne and definitely a 
ee old guard’, Souths may be top of the table and looking good for their 
dor oe a ewer ee es anes at the BJS are shocking considering the quality of 
e results. Don't worry about the | ince 
a he Greeks  Papcaor a ate rry rest of Melbourne, can they convince 
ony Labbozzetta - Occasionally referred to as "The Godfather of Australian 
COCee » even 'Big Tony' must see that the writing is on the wall for clubs such as 
arconi. If the social club ever pulled the pin the Stallions would be in deep manure, 
hy even with a recent grand final appearance beside their name, they - along with 
atnceentinp eerie 2 tag hab abe under-acheivers of the 90s, a decade where 
ab MUI Ihe political landscape at Bossley Park. Ren : 
sur bo eae City ruled England once. j Sa ee 
eter Gray - Ah yes, Mr Teamsheet. Stalwart of the NSW scene but like a few 
the club presidents he is one to come under the category of "Been there for tase 
look at the league now!" Hard to hold up NSW's Super League is a model to follow... 
Sue Baker Finch - The honeymoon is over for Sue, and she is possibly a strange 
choice for this committee. Her best work is apparently done in the corridors of 
power, which means her task should be to implement the plan, not help devise it, 
a not? Hard to see her being anything other than the token female in the 
John Barker - President of Soccer Tasmania and indepen | 
, Pre ' ia and independent chairman of the 
Piayers' Commission, which means at least ONE voice will be putting forward the 
views Of a group which really matters. But come to think of it. where was he when 
the Sydney United players weren't getling paid for months? 


Okay, so We may be a bit harsh on a couple of people there, but it certain’ 

if the SPIC committee is going to be a bit short ma srat ideas. irvine meshare ne 

SPIC will get together every two or three weeks and continue to wade through the 

submissions already made, We can hardly contain ourselves... 

One would hope that full attention is paid to the Oceania Football Confederation 

congress to be held in Brisbane on May 17. The issue of the World Club 

ey oaiy i pote! ae aghlowren along with other issues, but with the Ericsson 
7 eduled for: it 4 | 

ry alder tt or the night before it wouldn't surprise us to see bugger 


"We also feel obliged to register our 
incredulity as to the dubious coincidence...." 


soccer Australia Chief Executive David Woolley hardly minced words when 
he faxed Leeds United over Harry Kewell’s unavailability for the Olyroo-Brazil 
series. All parties may have come out of this looking foolish, but that is 
nothing new in the club versus country soap opera. So is it time FIFA actually 
did something realistic? 


When Harry Kewell left the field with whal appeared to be a slight favouring of an 
upper leg we all should have guessed what was coming next. Despite the fact 
Kewell scored scored one, set up another and generally played a key role in his 
side's 5-0 destruction of Derby County, we all knew that Leeds were about to 
announce the extent of Harry's injury was such thal he would be unavailable for 
Olyroo duty. 

This is hardly surprising. Leeds United did nol have a match for another couple 
of weeks and the break (for England's international against Switzerland) is just what 
George Graham thinks his players need before the final run-in when Leeds hope to 
clinch a UEFA Cup spot for next season. Fine in theory, but (at last count) 21 
European nations were involved in friendly action on Mar 25/26, meaning the 
multicultural English Premier League was about to be effectively shut down because 
of international duty. 


Nevertheless Leeds were fuming when SocAus advised them Harry would be 
unavail-able for the clash at West Ham on March 28, although the mood of the 
Yorkshire club brightened considerably with the subsequent news thal the match at 
Upton Park had been re-scheduled for March 30 due to television requirements. 
SocAus hit back with an extension of the ban which would see it include the re- 
scheduled Hammers match. 

Cue more fumes. 


In Leeds’ defence, the extent of the injury should not have been questioned, even 
if the doctor is a club employee, bul of great concern was the distance Kewell was 
being asked to travel. Twenty-odd hours in a plane with a groin injury would not be 
beneficial to anyone, least of all the player. And then there is the time difference. As 
Johnny Warren (one of the key factors behind the Brazil tour) often espouses, 
players need one day of recovery for every two hours time difference (or some 
similar equation), so using that rationale Harry would have been well below par until 
game three anyway! 


One voice which needed to be heard was that of Socceroo coach Terry Venables, 
and given that he has seen the argument from both sides of the fence it was 
important he came down on the side of the national teams. Additionally, he pointed 
out George Graham should've known better than to continue the bitching. 
International rules are international rules, he said, and Graham should get on with 
the game under the existing laws. 

Then again, Graham has never been one to follow either laws or common ethics. 


Kewell is just the latest to be caught up in the club v country bitchathon, and like 
the Bosnich case a few years back this current dispute became just as nasty. 
Thankfully, Harry hasn't retired from international football yet, although we suspect 
that if he did then his retirement, like that of Bosnich, would be a temporary measure 
until the time was right. 


But FIFA really need to consider a radical restructure of the international 
footballing calendar before friendly football becomes unrealistic for everyone 
concerned. There are literally hundreds of disputes pending across the globe at any 
given time and all because FIFA have never had the support of ALL the 
confederations to solve the mess. 

But, just maybe, we may see a change in the club v country philosophy later in 
the year. With the proliferation of under-age tournaments now firmly entrenched in 
the footballing calendar, some clubs across the globe are losing a third of their squad 
for up to three weeks at any given time. This means that all future qualifying 
tournaments at all levels will need to be internationally co-ordinated in an effort to 
keep domestic disruption to a minimum. 


June will presumably see a new FIFA president complete with a revised 
manifesto for the game, and thankfully both major candidates (Johansson and 
Blatter) can see urgent need for match scheduling reform. Indeed Johansson states 
one of his goals is to “implement a co-ordinated worldwide fixture Calendar", while 
another is to "strengthen the position of the nalional leams", 


This, we'd like to see. For a start he'll have to tell the confederations to hold their 
be eae championships every four years, not every two, That in itself will be a huge 
The amount of money generated by these regional championships will assun 
astronomical proportions over the next ten yerrs. and that money wil be virtually 
irreplacable. But how else will FIFA find space for the Confederations Cup and 
World Club Championship? Maybe the answer is to use the continental 
championships as World Cup qualifiers, and hold the Worid Cup every two years. 
Now that is a plan that just might make EVERYBODY happy for once! 


THAT facsimile.... 


Dear Mr Pleasants 


We acknowledge receipt of the fax from Dr S M Feldman in which he informs 
us of the injury sustained by Harry Kewell during the match on the weekend. 
We take note of your assertion that the player has sustained an injury which 
will keep him out for a couple of weeks and therefore render him unable to 
play for the Australian Olympic Team. 


As you would be aware, under FIFA rules we are entitled to insist the player is 

eee by ra doctor deeatiollitny by Soccer Australia. However on this 
CaSion we have no choice but to accept your advice and the certification 

Dr Feldman as to the player's condition. " Sey 


We also feel obliged to register our incredulity as to the dubious coincidence 
of an injury occurring 20 minutes before the end of a game and shortly before 
(he player was due to leave for international duty in Australia. 


Bearing in mind Art. 42 of the FIFA Regulations for the Status and Transfers 
of Players, we duly advise you that we are asking FIFA to impose that article 
and therefore the player, Harry Kewell, will not be eligible to play for Leeds 
United until after week ending 29 March 1998. This would disc ualify the 
rpabas from playing until the match against West Ham, scheduled for 28 


Yours sincerely 


David Woolley 
Chief Executive 
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} Been there, done that... 
(From FourFourTwo interview with Mark Bosnich, October 1996) 
oh - ee yu pene sf ER Laila soccer)? 
Bosnich: | didn't want to. | wish that, with hindsight, the organisers of the game 
could have brought it forward a couple of days. They hadn't taken it into ‘ 
consideration that players had to be in two places at the same time. ‘Retiring’ was 


just a technical thing. 


| took legal advice and that was what it came to: next time an international came u 
FIFA [who had been asked by the governing body Soccer Australia to invoke a i 
worldwide ban on Bosnich for turning down his international call up] wouldn't be able 
fo suspend me from any corresponding games. 
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Soccer's global spotlight fell on New Zealand once again last 
month when the NZFA decided to withdraw from hosting the 
1999 World U-17 Championships. But was the decision such a 

surprise? 


Those of you who were surprised may be interested in the following piece which 
first appeared in an editorial for the Hutt v Nelson match programme in New Zealand 
on Feb 14. 


There are very strong suggestions that the U17 youth foothall tournament 
scheduled for 1999 in NZ is under review. It would seem that FIFA (the real power) 
are a little disquieted at the preparation, facilities and support (or lack of it) that NZ 
are making to date. FIFA take these tournaments very seriously. In television terms 
alone the youth tournaments have one of the five top TV audience ratings in any 
year, on any subject, attracting literally hundreds of millions of people worldwide. 
Sponsorships are big enough {to see off the NZ national debt, with over 80 countries 
waiching games live. The result of the Egypt games did not help and the fact that 
we were the only participant without its own TV there was also noted. It seems we 
are ‘unusual’ in that we do not have a ground in the capital of the country that ts 
suitable for international football! Our informants stressed that the FIFA team that 
came here found this incomprehensible! 

FIFA (unfortunately) have altenatives, Giving the tournament to another third 
world country is easily done. One in the Caribbean for example would suit television 
in North, Central and South America and suit Europe and east Asia as well. Let's 
hope they will give us the benefit of the doubt, or even better, the NZFA will have a 
cunning plan that accomodates all the trepidations some of us have. 


Bruce Holloway, editor of Kiwi fanzine Sitter! (you wouldn't 
want to miss it) tells why the decision was inevitable. 


Losing the champs has been a blessing in disguise, a lucky escape. The first 
question that needs to be asked in any evaluation of losing the champs is why we 
had them in the first place? | 

We can't run a national league. We lack the organisational and administrative 
backbone to make our own showpiece work, so how are we going to cope with the 
pressures of a complex international programme? We are probably the only country 
in the world which runs its internationals at a loss. The $60,000-odd we lost on 
Korea and Chile shows that quality is no quarantee of gate receipts in New Zealand. 
Whereas other codes use international income to subsidise the lower levels of the 
game, it works in reverse in NZ soccer. Juniors subsidise our senior national team. 

What hope can there be for anything better than nothern-league size crowds 
when we invite the public to watch matches between South American teenagers and 
European teenagers, when we can't make it work as a spectator sport for our own 
national team? 

Almost any other country would gets 10,000 for some of these junior matches. 
We would struggle to get a couple of 700. 

The embarrassment of losing the finals at such a late stage is a lesser evil than 
losing over $71 million running a tournament we still lack the soccer culture to do 
justice too. 
it's sad but true -- it will require a revolution to have us in any shape to host 2003 
even. 

| suspect the realily dawned on Bob Patterson when he tried to tap up the 
multinationals like Coke and Gillette, who traditionally back soccer. He will have 
found there money is already claimed by FIFA. Wynton Rufer found it is only 
foreigners who will sponsor soccer here when he went on his recent begging 
mission, 

| believe NZ sought to run the tournament in the first place because it was seen 
as a quick-fix -- a way to increase the promotion of soccer in NZ without doing the 
hard yards of building from the grass roots. That and the fact our illustrious leaders 
like to nob it with Fifa on these committees with all the perks and status. 

I'm all for us hosting finals when we can prove we are worthy of it. Until then 
leave them to the countries who can do them justice. 





Get the book out! 


Red card to Perth Glory if they were serious aboul approaching Valdir Vieira for the 
plum WA coaching post. | would have thought Valdir was still public enemy number 
two (behind Azizi) in this country, although if Glory's intention was to develop the ‘us 
against them’ mentality then they are bang on the money. Somehow we suspect 
such an appointment might just upset the Perth fans as well. Despite the ocassional 
rumour to the contrary, they're still Australians! — 


Red card to Johnny Warren for his comments during the Olyroo/Brazil series. Fancy 
actually wishing that Brazil would score to "make a game of it". Jeezus, every REAL 
Aussie fan | spoke to was hoping we'd give ‘em a real hiding. You can just imagine 
the Brazilian commentators urging their side to ease up during last year's 
Confederations Cup final. Yeah, course you can.... 


Red card (with a right to appeal later, maybe) to ABSW who STILL don't print the 
upcoming week's fixtures. We were privy to a response from an ABSW insider who 
suggested that at the moment they are "unable to print them" although he refused to 
elaborate. This, to us, is absolutely astonishing. One rumour doing the rounds is 
that ABSW don't receive a fee for doing it! Even SU has trouble believing that one, 
but the mystery remains. Why, for example, can't they ring the clubs, or print the 
fixtures as they THINK they are (wouldn't be TOO hard) and print the phone 
numbers of the clubs with a ee ring the club to ensure correct information? 
Anyway, the next time you run into Micky Brock, John Economos or Stuart Jones or 
SS) a SocAus staffer, ask ‘em the question. You never know what excuse you'll 


Yellow card to Soccer Australia for scheduling the two elimination final first legs at 
the same time. Believe it or not, there are quite a few fans who would travel to see 
both games - IF THEY WERE GIVEN A CHANCE, One story suggested the clubs 
themselves suggested they would like to play their finals at that time. Why would 
Marconi play on Saturday nights all year and then switch for the finals? Even 
stranger, the second leg of the Sydney Utd/Marconi clash was scheduled for 3pm. 
Why? Supposedly because more children could see the game. Really? Why not 
have ALL the finals at 3pm then? The more cynical amongst the SU crew are 
convinced that SocAus and the police are reluctant to play such a ‘high-risk’ match at 
night, but we wouldn't sit around playing 'Conspircay Theories’ if the official reasons 
were a little more plausible. 


Yellow card to South Melbourne yet again, this time for failing to pay their Internet 
account, which is bad enough of course, but the rumour mill suggests the bill was 
DELIBERATELY unpaid as a (ahem) payback to the supporters group! Surely not, 
you may say. Well... 


Yellow card to TVNZ, who have the rights to the World Cup but will only be showing 
24 of the 64 games, and they WON'T release the rest to Sky. Sometimes we don't 
realise how lucky we are. Perhaps we'll find out in 2002. 


Yellow card to Lou Sticca who suggested that Carlton might prevent the Optus 
cameras from entering Optus Oval in order to televise the 1st leg of the major semi- 
final. While Lou correctly pointed out thal live coverage would affect the attendance, 
what marketing initiatives were put in place by Carlton to whip up some enthusiasm 
for the game? If he wants to blame someone, blame Angie Postecoglou. Asked for 
a prediction, Angie offered "| expect both sets of players will be naturally cautious in 
the first leg. It will be a tight game", Yeah, that sort of stuff has 'em streaming 
through the gates. 


A to prove we're not complete bastards, we won't give Paul Wade's barber a 
yellow! 





lO 


1997/98 Ericsson Cup (regular season) round-up 


This season's Ericsson Cup brought the usual series of astonishing results, 
including Canberra's 8-1 mauling of UTSO, but few once again few teams could 
remain unbeaten for any length of time. It said plenty about the inconsistency of 
most sides that as soon as one of ‘em put together a run of three wins the media 
hailed 'em as a genuine finals threat. 

Adelaide Sharks, UTS, Perth and even Gippsland all came into that category in the 
second half of the season, yet one by one they just as quickly dropped out of 
contention. a : 

Although the Knights were the only team capable of squeezing into the top six on 
the last day of the season, the semi final permutations were endless, Marconi 
hosted the Knights in a virtual elimination final and the Stallions confirmed their 
worthiness of a finals berth by winning 5-0. South Melbourne had wrapped up the 
minor premiership the previous week and, through fear of suspension, rested a 
number of key players for their final home match against Carlton. The 'new' blues 
won 5-0 with Viahos making it nine goals in five games to head into the finals in red 
hot form. 

The win was enough to pinch the double-chance when Adelaide City went down 1- 
0 at Gippsland, the sort of result the Falcons pull off every now and again but the 
club remains under-capitalised, undermanned and understaffed, and Arok's 
departure means the Falcons must regroup in a hurry. 

Ditto for Newcastle, who opened with a blaze of glory against Adelaide Sharks 
(again) and finished the season amongst the stragglers (again). Last year their goal 
difference was minus six. This year it was minus twenty, Enough said. 

The less said about Canberra the better. Last year was pathetic. This year was 
almost pathetic. They beat Brisbane, UTSO and Adelaide Sharks. Shame on all of 
them, 

Brisbane were bottom after eight rounds and their season was effectively over. The 
goals just disappeared, with the Strikers (hah!) being the only team not to average a 
goal a game. 

Think about that... : 

The goalscoring award was won, almost predictably, by Damian Mori, although it 
would have been interesting had Pablo Cardozo not buggered off overseas in 
January. With him went the Sharks’ finals hopes, and the Sharks are just one team 
in the Ericsson Cup that will remain in mid-table limbo while they continue to offload 
star players at bargain basement prices. In that context, we weren't unhappy they 
missed out yet again. 


South Melbourne 1 


How ey Gnisned fo a 20) 


Carlton 12 5 24 45 
Adelaide City 13 9 45 30 A3 
Sydney United 11 1 5 37 26 43 
Marconi Fairfield 12 7 33 25 43 
Wollongong 13 10 51 33 42 
Melbourne Knights 11 af 35 39 
Perth Glory 10 35 40 36 


UTS Olympic 10 
Adelaide Sharks 10 
Gippsland Falcons 6 
Brisbane Strikers 6 
Newcastle Break. 4 
Canberra Cosmos 3 


Leading goalscorers (regular season): 
19 - Damain Mori (Ad ©) 
14 - Norman Tome (UTS) 
13 - Pablo Cardozo {Ad 3), Be Se (Carl), Scott Chipperfield 


fe) 
41 - John Markovski (Carl), Tom Pondeljak (MK), Ivan Ketic (MK) 





The (very late) 1998 Studs Up Finals 
) Preview 


We asked a few regular (and one non-regular!) SUers to give us a couple 
of hundred words about their team. Ultimately, one question matters. 
Can they win the championship? 


WOLLONGONG CITY by Wolfman 

The Wollongong Wolves go into their first semi-final series in five seasons 
carrying the weight of a success-starved steel city. Their brand of attacking football 
has seen their attendances improve this year and with their ‘graveyard’ reputation to 
the visitors at Brandon Park their opponents had better be on their best behaviour. 
The club was privatised midway through the season and the side has since gone 
from strength to strength. Coach Nick Theodorakopoulos has signed a long-term 
contract and the reputed player problems with midfielders Reda and Sevin seem to 
have been sorted out. 

Theodorakopoulos is in his first finals campaign at NSL level but has proved this 
year he is shrewd tactician and knows his side's abilities well. Who could forget their 
memorable visit to Perth this season both on and off the field? Sitting next to Nick 
on the bench will be former Socceroo goalkeeper Ron Corry so there is plenty of 
experience there when the chips are down. 


In form is left-sided attacker Scott Chipperfield who occupies second position on 
the NSL top scorers ladder while new signing Kostas Salapasidis seems to have 
found a new lease of life and is starting to really hit his straps. Added to this are 
Fijian international striker Esala Masi and the skilful Tony Perinich and the Wolves 
altack can create a few nerves in the best defences. The powerful right-sided 
running of skipper Mathew Horsley has also been a plus and the ball winning ability 
of Anthony Surjan in midfield has provided his forwards with good quality ball. 

On the debit side is a sometimes shaky defence. Led by former Marconi sweeper 
Robbie Stanton the defence has been found to relax on some occassions allowing 
the opposition to get back into the game. A side of relative no-names including Ray 
Younis, David Huxley and Jason Connelly are bolstered by the return from injury of 
oebastian Sinozic. Sinozic has been sorely missed by the defence and his return will 
allow the side to improve its marking at the back. 

Although lacking the individual class of other teams the Wolves should cause a 
few heartaches to the tall poppies this final campaign. Michael Reda, Sonny Sevin 
and Noel Spencer are all close to comebacks and to see them on the park will only 
improve the chances of the club. 


MARCONI - by Fred Leggett 

While Marconi may have been the last team to qualify for the semi finals in what 
was, by their standards, a last match scramble, their championship chances should 
not be dismissed lightly. Beaten only once since the turn of the year, the Stallions 
may not be the prettiest team to watch under coach Zoran Matic, but the former 
Adelaide City boss goes into the play-offs confident that his charges finally 
understand the possession game he has demanded they adhere to. 

Early results suggested that this was not the case, and a 5-1 drubbing by 
Wollongong, followed a month later by another humiliation when Adelaide City put 
five past them, had most Stallion fans thinking that a top six place was beyond them. 
But the introduction of the classy Korean, Pan Keun Kim at sweeper, together with 
the efforts of dual stoppers Dominic Longo and Mark Babic have stemmed the flood 
of goals against, and with skipper and top scorer Brad Maloney driving through from 
midfield always looking for the half chance, the Stallions are a definite Grand Final 
contender, 

Alongside Maloney in midfield Marconi possess one of the most skilful players in 
the league in Vlado Zoric, and only a shortage of pace surely prevents him from 
appearing in the "Aussies Abroad" column of the national dailies. 
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Up front the effervescent Sean Babic uses his lightning pace, not to mention his 
undoubted skill to great effect, and the gangling, awkward looking Francis Awaritefe 
holds the ball up well for his colleagues powering through from the midfield, 
Awaritefe may not be the most technically gifted player ever to have played in the 
Ericsson Cup, but he surely must be one of the leaque's biggest characters. Francis 
was stuck on 98 Ericsson Cup goals for what seemed an eternity, but his 99th goal 
against Melbourne Knighis in the final competition round, will have rekindled his 
confidence and hunger, 

That 5-0 hammering of the Knights has sent out a warning to the rest of the 
qualifiers that Marconi have peaked at the right time of the season, and it would 
surprise nobody if they were involved in Melbourne come Grand Final time. 


SYDNEY UNITED by Wolfman 

Sydney United have been the surprise packet of the 1997/8 NSL season, 
Following an off-season cleanout not even the most optimistic of judges would have 
thought they had a snowflakes chance in hell of winning the competition under the 
relatively inexperienced David Mitchell. Big Mitch has since done wonders with a 
club rocking from crisis to crisis. The player payment debacle occupied a lot of space 
in papers during the year but the club still rolls on and into the semi-finals in a 
position to challenge the big guns. 

Mitchell is totally untested at the rigours of semi-finals football but he has done 
nothing to suggest his good work will come unstuck. Having come from the 
turbulence of UTS Olympic last season to the relative cauldron of King Tom probably 
hasn't done his heart much good but he knows his players well and uses his 
replacements effectively to achieve the maximum out of his side. ) 

The positives are the recent form of Olyroos Jacob Burns and Jason Culina. 

Both have been in scintillating form in the past few matches and they are providing 
Abbas Saad and Mile Sterjovski with quality ball. Culina's work in particular has been 
outstanding and it's no secret that when Culina fires so does United. Zeljko Kalac 
returns from trials in Germany to relieve the reliable Andrew Crews between the 
sticks while the veteran Rangers defender Stuart Munro is also in the best form of 
his stint in Australia. Marcus Phillips has also been lively at times and should he and 
Culina get going it spells curtains for any slack marking midfields. 

Abbas Saad has a new lease of life at United but his other striking pais has 
been causing Mitchell no end of trouble. The youngsters Mile Sterjovski and Nick 
Bosevski have both been tried but haven't taken their chances while journeyman 
Mario Jermen has also had an opportunity without impressing. Maybe its time for Big 
Mitch to think about a return to the paddock but after spending most of the year on 
the bench this could be a big gamble. The defence has played well this year but on 
occasion has been known to lose the plot somewhat. A number of red cards have 
been dished out at various points of the year so if they can stay disciplined it can't be 
a bad thing. 

With the season they have had they would be forgiven had they finished in the 
bottom four, but United have proved their critics wrong and are coming into the finals 
series with their reputations intact. A recent 2-2 draw with South Melbourne gave 
little away and coach Mitchell will definitely make them a hard to beat oulfit at home 
or away. 


ADELAIDE CITY by Lance Librandi 

The Zebras have had a reasonable season in 1997/98, with a last round defeat 
meaning a home final chance will unfortunately elude them. However, as they have 
proved before, the Adelaide thoroughbreds are not afraid to tackle the championship 
from lower points of the Ericsson Cup ladder. They have done it before, but is the 
current crop up to the task 
of champion teams before them? 

No-one can deny their defence, with the Australian engine room still intactin | 
Tobin, Ivanovic and Petkovic. The forward line has also been busy with Mori topping 
the goalscorers list and Brooks also finding the net regularly. The problem however, | 
feel, is in the midfield where they have struggled to create meaningful attacks this 
season. Gibson has been a trooper, putting in consistent displays, but Thomas has 
only just found his touch, and Trajanovski has been sadly lacking for a player of his 
fine calibre. Add to the midfield woes, the lack of form and drive of Hassell and the 
erratic displays from Mennillo, and you can quickly identify the City problem area. 


This said, | still feel they have enough finals experience and firepower in Mori and 
co. to take on the best, and, with the evenness of the competition this time around, 
are a5 good a chance as any on their day. Their first round opponent in the Wolves 
will be a great match, with both teams playing good attacking football. They are 1-1 
in 97/98, and in Mori and Chipperfield respectively, have two of the leagues top 
marksmen. The road after Wollongong gets no easier with the likes of Marconi and 
Sydney Utd their next hurdle, if they get there, and then a road to Melbourne to 
make life even more difficult. 

John Nyskohus has done it hard this season, and for my money, his coaching 
fulure with Adelaide City will be determined by what they achieve in these finals. He 
has the players to take the title, and most have been there before, but they have to 
all perform on the day, and his task will be to draw that out of a lethargic squad. If he 
does, don't be surprised by a fourth title next to the Zebras' name. 


CARLTON by SU 

Carlton have created history by making the finals in their inaugural season, but 
they lack the goalscoring ability to win the title. Well, that was certainly the 
assessment @ week or two ago but the sudden rush of goals from Viahos in 
particular has forced a certain amount of re-thinking. 

The side contains plenty of players who have scaled the mountain before, with 
ex-Knights Markovski, Marusic, Lapsansky and both Cervinskis knowing what it 
takes to win the big one, With Colosimo and Stergiopoulos in good form the Blues 
will be a hard opponent to beat and, who knows, with a fit and in-form Adrian 
Cervinski might go all the way. Or if Big John connects with a couple of trademark 
specials’, Or if Vlahos can score as consistently against the good sides as he can 
against the bad. 

If one man stands between Carlton and the championship however it will be 
goalkeeper Dean Anastasiadis. Studs Up once commented that South Melbourne 
would never win the title with Deano in goals. We were proved right, but we are 
certainly reluctant to make a similar statement about Carlton's foriunes. 

Home losses during the season to South Melbourne and Marconi hardly inspires 
confidence, but Carlton have improved immeasurably in the run-in to the finals and 
stand on the verge of greatness. We can only hope they at least make the grand 
final and reward their hard-working administration for their efforts, at the same time 
providing a benchmark for Northern Spirit. Not to mention the established clubs. 


_ SOUTH MELBOURNE by the Lakeside Spy 

, Make no mistake. The 97/98 Ericsson Cup Grand Final will be an all Melbourne 
altar, 

South Melbourne will take out the 97/98 Ericsson Cup championship and in doing so 
beat Carlton in what will be one of the most entertaining Grand finals in recent 
memory. Anything short of holding up the Championship trophy will be a disaster for 
Souths. South Melbourne may cop a few goals along the way, their leaky defence is 
well documented, but it seems Ange Postecaglou will want to borrow from the 
Ferenc Puskas pihosophy of Quote "They score one, we score two. They score 
five, we score eight... yes simple" Un-Quote. 

Souths formidable attack will get them through. Michael Curcija despite having a 
very ordinary season has a knack of pouncing and putting them in the back of the 
net when it counts most, and something tells me he will play a major part in winning 
the title for Souths. Depth will also be South Melbourne's saving factor. The two- 
legged major semi against Carlton will surely produce a number of cards, and South 
will need to draw from the bench. 

_ The 5-0 thumping handed out by Carlton in the last match of the regular season 
hit most of the South supporters hard. However the clubs administration and board 
was less discontented, with Mrs President relishing the thought of Souths wiping the 
smiles off Jack Reilly and Lou Sticca at Optus Oval in their next encounter. In the 
Melbourne papers Fausto De Amicis was quite oulspoken and blamed a lack of 
leadership in the backline for the disastrous scoreline, particularly in his absence. 
This will be rectified. South's rock of gibraltar Con Blatsis was sorely missed and he 
will be eager to crunch Jonesy & Co. into the ground. Grand final prediction? South 
Melbourne 2 Cariton1 | 
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Still trying to silence 
the cynics 
By Harry Georgiadis 





With the Collingberg debacle still fresh in the minds of Victorian soccer fans, 
Callingwood's century-old and fiercest rival, Carlton, took its turn at fielding a side in 
the Ericsson Cup. Would the Blues make a better fist of it than the Warriors, who 
began the 1996/97 season in front of 15,000 at Victoria Park with great enthusiasm 
and ended it in front of 600 at Olympic Park, with debts reportedly anywhere 
between $300,000 and $600,000? 


Importantly, Carlton had a year to prepare for its entry into the NSL. although the 
Collingwood farce was a double-edged sword for the new Blues. It allowed Carlton 
the chance to learn from their mistakes (Lou Sticca, a regular visitor to Victoria Park, 
must have run out of ink noting the Warriors many shortcomings) but it also left the 
Victorian soccer public more than a little cynical that the marriage of AFL and soccer 
could ever work. 

The fact that 15,000 turned up to Collingwood's first game, compared to the 
5,000 who attended Carlton's home debut, suggested that most punters would not 
rush the turnstiles, preferring to wait to see what Carlton had to offer. 


On the field the club quickly set about building (cynics would say buying) a 
squad, Eddie Krncevic had been appointed head coach in January 1997 and armed 
with a sizeable budget set about scanning the land for suitable talent. Krncevic was _ 
perhaps the ideal choice as coach, having spent a decade in Europe and determined 
to make an impact. He was also at a club which had the resources to match his 
ambition and drive. a 
The club trained every day; another example of the club's ambition to set new — 
standards of professionalism. The clubs recruitment policy centred around buying 
established and experienced stars as well as some of the country’s bnghlest young 
talents. 


The lure of playing for the A-League’s newest club and the pot of gold it promised 
allowed Carlton to quickly put together a formidable squad. Robert Trajkovski and 
Kresimir Marusic joined from Sydney United, Alan Hunter moved from Brisbane. 
Marcus Stergiopoulos and Sean Douglas followed Krncevic from Gippsland and 
John Markovski and Vince Grella signed from Canberra. The club also picked up 
several of the country's most talented youngsters including Andy Vargas and Simon 
Colosimo. | 

It was their dealings with the other Melbourne clubs that saw it flex its financial 
‘muscle’. Lubo Lapsansky, David Cervinski and Branko Bacak (and recently Adrian 
Cervinski) joined the club from the Melbourne Knights. 

The signings of Bill Damianos and Joe Simunic really raised the ire of the Knights 
and South Melbourne, who complained that they are developing players while the — 
Blues wave a fat cheque-book at their players and drag them away. Neither Simunic 
nor Damianos actually played for Carlton, but the Blues had shown their ambition by 
aggressively targetting talented players. The club also signed Mark Bresciano from 
Bulleen, a move that had the Victorian premier leaque accuse Carlton of poaching. 


By mid-season Carlton was handily placed to reach the finals and possibly even 
finish in the top two. From the beginning the Blues have proved themselves to be a 
tough side to beat, very fit and very organised; if lacking in goalscoring ability. Its 2-1 
win over the Glory in the opening game of the season was followed by a draw at 
home to Sydney United and wins over Canberra, Adelaide City and Brisbane. It was 
only in its eighth game, at home to UTS Olympic, that the first loss was registered. 

Following that defeat their form became wildly inconsistent, winning only five of 
the next eighteen games and dropping silly points at home to Adelaide Sharks, 
Gippsland, Marconi and Brisbane; all matches it could have won with a more potent 
forward line. 


_ Surprisingly it hasn't been the club’s ‘name’ players who have been the most 
impressive. Dean Anastasiadis, who had such a terrible time in the Collingberg stiffs 
last season, has been faultless. Gone are the embarassing clangers that have 
punctuated his career to date. On many occasions, his goalkeeping has been the 
sole reason for Carlton preserving their impressive goals-against record. 


The lynchpin of the defence was supposed to have been Alan Hunter; fresh from 
helping Brisbane win last season’s title. Pre-season surgery kept him out of the side 
for a huge chunk of the early part of the season, but when he returned he found 
there was no place for him, apart from the odd cameo appearance as a substitute. 

His inability to claim a regular starting place had much to do with the rapid 
improvement of Simon Colosimo and the solid, if unspectacular, form of Sean 
Douglas. Douglas was signed from the Falcons and il was felt that he would make 
way for Hunter when the chrome-domed one was fit again. With the Kiwi impressing 
and David Cervinski and Con Anthopoulos also playing well, Hunter was confined to 
the bench. To be fair on big Al however it should be pointed out that the recurring 
post-op problems simply didn't allow him to regain full fitness. Some have suggested 
he tried to come back too quickly, prompted by the vision of his place in the team 
slipping away. After a nasty public airing of grievances he opted against warming 
the bench and instead headed off to further his media activities with Sports Australia, 


Elsewhere at the back, Robert Trajkovski has proven himself to be one of the 
best right wing-backs in the leaque and Marcus Stergiopoulos, despite occasional 
lapses, has had a solid season. But the revelation of the season has been 
Colosimo. Plucked from the youth team, the young sweeper has exhibited a 
confidence and composure A-League defenders rarely display. His forward forays 
are none too shabby either, with a 30-yard slalom past several South Melbourne 
players to ‘round the ‘keeper and score during the 2-3 home loss was simply 
breathtaking. 


In midfield, the biggest disappointment has been the club's most celebrated 
signing — Kresimir Marusic. The ex-Sydney United star will be leaving for the Spirit at 
the end of the season but his form for Carlton has been massively disappointing, a 
very late burst of form aginst the lower clubs notwithstanding. Whether it was his 
nagging groin injury or the bumpy Optus Oval pitch not suiting his style is a moot 
point, but he has been barely half the player who claimed last season's Player of the 
Year award. His inability to shake off his markers, holding the ball too long and 
unwillingness to do the hard running has been a disppointment. His frustration 
boiled over in one early game when he shoved Daniel Allsopp after the young striker 
had missed yet another simple chance. 


Vince Grella has shown some of the ability that has taken him into the Olyroo 
squad but still has a long way to go before becoming an established star. He still 
gives the ball away far too often and is over-ambitious with his passing, He has to 
learn that not every one of his passes has to be a brilliant Platini/Hoddle 40 yard ball 
to the feet of the forwards. 

Mark Bresciano, signed from Bulleen, has shown great willingness to work and is 
another player with a great future. Used to greal effect as a substitute, he can carve 
a defence open with his direct running and passing and as a bonus he has a 
powerful shot. Great attributes for what is ostensibly a midfielder. 


It is in attack that the Blues have struggled and coach Krncevic has been forced 
to constantly chop and change his frontline combination. John Markovski has 
received a lot of praise this season bul reality hasn't often matched the hype 
Surrounding the big fella. 

His two goal performance in the 3-1 home victory over Adelaide City gave us a 
glimpse of the ‘new’ Markovski but he only scored once more in the next two months; 
a run that saw Carlton win only two games. Perhaps the rumours were right and his 
early season form was motivated by the prospect of a trip to France, but either way 
he still doesn't score regularly enough. 
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His partner for the first half of the season alternated between Andy Viahos and 
Daniel Allsopp, yet neither was satisfactory. Viahos has speed and an eye for goal 
but is too small and easily marked by competent defenders. Allsopp has the size 
and strength but Is a poor finisher. Combine the two and you would have the answer 
to the Blues' woes but since Krncevic couldn't wait for the legalization of cloning, 
Allsopp was loaned to Port Melbourne and the search for replacements began 
elsewhere. Viado Mirkovic and Alex Josifovski have been tried but the recent 
signing of Adrian Cervinski from the Knights could solve Eddie's problem - if the 
younger Cervinski regains his match fitness after a long injury lay-off. 

His finals experience in particular will be absolutely critical in the tight matches. 


While Krncevic was busily scouting the A-League and beyond for players the off- 
field staff were just as active, setting about building the infrastructure necessary to 
compete in the Ericsson Cup and enlisting sponsors to pay for all their grand plans. 
Jack Reilly was named chairman in May 1997 and a host of officials and 
administrative staff were recruited to give the club the professional edge. A gala 
launch was held at the Grand Hyatt and the club signed sponsorship deals with Nike, 
Parmalat and Coffex Coffee amongst others. 

Several Melbourne junior clubs were signed as feeder ciubs as well as the 
Albury-Wodonga Soccer Association. The club conducts coaching clinics and, 
naturally, hopes to have first pick of any emerging talent and attract junior fans, 
Youth and Under-16 sides have also been established, providing the club with the 
playing infrastructure of a club that's been operating for many years. 


For the Blues, creating an image that's distinct from other clubs has been 
important, 

An image of professionalism both on the field (the players are fully professional and 
have been training every day) and off (in marketing the club and attracting 

i rfedala es It is surely significant that general manager Lou Sticca was the only 
NSL official to bother going to Singapore for the recent SoccerExpo. 

Even with a small support, the club's merchandising is a major source of revenue 
and puts many existing clubs to shame. Few fans can be seen at Optus Oval 
without a shirt (home or away), t-shirt, jacket, cap etc, although the price of $135 for 
replica shirts is vastly over-inflated, 


Carlton dragged out all the gliterati for its first game (home to Perth Glory) on 
October 4. John Elliott was in attendance to anoint the new club, and after a 
stuttering start, Carlton won 2-1 although the attendance of 5,000 was a 
disappointment when at least 10,000 had been expected. Still, at least they were all 
there to support Carlton, unlike at Collingberg where half the time you did not know 
whether you were watching Collingwood or Heidelberg. 

In any case, building the support of a new club isn't easy. 

Perhaps the Cariton Soccer Club is unsure as to who its ultimate target is —is it 
the support of Melbourne's non-aligned soccer fans or Carlton AFL supporters? If it 
targets itself to the 25,000 Carlton AFL members and the thousands of Blues fans in 
Melbourne, it risks alienating non-Cariton soccer fans. In Melbourne, almost 
everyone, soccer fans included, has an affinity to an AFL club. 

On the other hand, does it target the soccer fans who don't support the Knights or 
South Melbourne who may or may not come to Optus Oval in their droves and who 
don't as yet have any emotional attachment to the club? Naturally the atmosphere 
at their early home games was subdued and that tranquil atmosphere continued 
except for the ‘derby’ thriller against South Melbourne. 


It's a problem every new club faces. How to build a loyal and fanatical support 
from scratch, trying to fast forward the 100 years all great soccer clubs in Europe 
have had to develop a loyal and fanatical support through many generations and 
through good and bad times. Trying to foster an emotional attachment to a club 
that's one year-old isn’t easy. 

A task made all the more difficult in a city with two other established clubs. 


The highlight of the season so far was the match against South Melbourne where 
a crowd of over 10,000 saw the most entertaining NSL match in Melbourne since the 
1995 Preliminary Final. There were five goals, a fantastic atmosphere, controversial 
refereeing decisions that changed the course of he game (including a sending-off) 
and ten thousand fans who thoroughly enjoyed the game (with barely a flare or any 
aggro in sight) — you couldn't ask for more. The support was predominantly for the 
Lakers, but this could have been the beginning of a great rivalry to match any in 
Aussie soccer. It's the type of derby that Melbourne needs; one based on pure 
football rivalry. 


Carlton's pre-match entertainment has tried to create an almosphere around the 
club although it has seemed rather artificial. The music men were hired as the 
‘official’ pre-match entertainment (is pre-match entertainment an oxymoron?) but 
they haven't been sighted in recent months, Not that many fans would be too 
disappointed. How many Gladstone Small or Groucho Marx impersonations do you 
have to see before they Soo tiresome? 

John ‘Shocker’ Myles, of Radio Sport 927 was the club's first ground announcer and 
truly lived up to his nickname. Myles, also a boxing reporter, gave it the full Caeser's 
Palace treatment when players were injured/booked/fouled attempting to build the 
players up as personalities the kids could relate to; turning John Markovski into ‘Big 
John’ and Grella into Vince the Prince... 

_ You get the idea. At least he resisted the temptation to announce the teams as 
“in the green trunks, weighing 85 pounds”. In any case if it helps the kids relate to 
the team it can't be all bad, however much it makes the diehard soccer nut cringe. 

Ultimately, it's the soccer itself that will determine the success of the club. Carlton 
deliberately played its games on Saturday aflernoons this season to distinguish itself 
from the other Melbourne clubs. It's a move that hasn't been successful. 
Melbourne's soccer fans see Sunday as the traditional soccer day and after some 
research, Carlton will play next season's home matches on Sunday, probably in 
direct competition to either the Knights or South Melbourne. 


_ Like Victoria Park, Optus Oval is hardly the ideal soccer venue. Half the ground 
is roped off with mobile sponsors billboards but what it lacks in intimacy it makes up 
for in comfort. The view is gernerally very good and seats are plentiful. The club was 
quietly confident that they would use Optus Oval for all home games during the 
regular season, despite our scepticism. Sure enough, with the AFL season opener 
looming on March 27 , the soccer club were asked lo make other arrangements and 
played their last two home games at Olympic Park. 

The one major negative of the season has been the club's poor attendances. The 
derby matches with the Knights and South Melbourne have been the exceptions and 
were swollen by a large travelling support. Officially, Carlton's attendances have 
hovered between 3,500 and 4,000 but most games have seen attendances much 
lower than that. In any case, whether their gates are 1,500 or 4,500 is irrelevant. 
Cariton set itself a target of attracting far more spectators and would have to be 
disappointed. 


With its crowds so far, the success of Perth Glory has been a millstone for every 
other club in the league to carry. It was believed that the establishment of a non- — 
ethnic club in Melbourne would attract many supporters who would never support the 
Knights nor the Lakers. To some extent this has happened, but not in the numbers 
Sea Blues expected. Unlike the Glory, the club's support has no natural geographical 

ase. 


Carlton has recently spoken to its supporters to try and find out what it could do to 
attract greater support. With its heavy promotion of the club at junior level it may be 
years before the club can altract average gates of 10,000. Unlike other clubs, 
Carlton carries no baggage about promoting itself to the general community and is 
well placed to attract new fans if soccer takes off in Australia, Ultimately the 
success of the Carlton Soccer Club will depend on its ability to gain widespread 
public support and crowds of over 10,000-15,000. That will determine its success as 
much as its business acumen and sponsorship deals. 
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We've all experienced it, but few have written about it. 
Welcome to 


THE JOY OF AMATEUR SOCCER - by Anthony 
Ferguson 


All of us dream about scoring the winner in an FA Cup or World Cup Final, but if 
most other readers are like me, they will have spent their soccer career running 
around on rock hard, sand and mud laden slag heaps on a Saturday or Sunday 
morning for years on end, enduring the fickle vacillations of under-skilled team 
mates, myopic coaches, and little Hiller wannabes disquised as amateur referees - 
and loving every moment of it. | 

Aah the joy of amateur soccer, there's nothing like it! Did you ever notice that in 
amateur soccer the weather is always shit? It's either pissing down, blowing a gale, 
or just too damn hot by far. And the pitches are always rubbish. Either bone dry and 
rock hard or half submerged in water. And why is it that just when your team is 
about to turn the corner with that big game against the table topping side imminent, 
that your best player suddenly has to go to a wedding that week, or gets a cold, 
thereby flushing all those hopes and dreams down the foilet? Let's look at some of 
the mainstays of the amateur game. 


The referee 

The man in black with the evil glint in his eye. You can tell just from looking at 
these blokes that they were bullied at school and never had a girlfriend. Well they're 
getting the last laugh now, cos they've got a whistle and a set of red and yellow 
cards and they're not afraid to use them. Of all the many character types of referees 
my favourite would have to be the coach or supporter of the opposing team who 
volunteers to ref when the official fails to show, and vows to rule with iron discipline, 
even though he knows bugger all about the game. Naturally these types of 
individual soon prove to be about as impartial as Peter Reith when discussing the 
issue of worker's rights. This individual is the type of bloke who subsequently goes 
on to award his team a non-existent penalty and then sends your captain off when 
he asks for an explanation on the decision. 


I'm also particularly fond of the authoritarian type of ref who uses his position to 
seek revenge on the world for whatever ills he suffers in his personal life. No matter 
how ridiculous the decision given, there's no way this idiot will listen to reason. A 
favourite example for me is the ref | encountered in an amateur game in WA a few 
years back. 

An opposing player shot the ball into the side netting and it hit the back stanchion 
and rebounded into play. Both sets of players immediately started back tracking 
awaiting the goal kick, and our sweeper caught the ball as it bounced back on the 
pitch and placed it on the six has line. The ref however, took one look and 
immediately blasted his whistle and pointed to the penalty spot, and despite our 
protestations as to the bloody obvious fact that our player wouldn't normally have 
bothered to catch the ball if it was still in play, this dickhead would not be swayed. 
Referees, you gotta feel sorry for ‘em. 


The ethnic club 

Now | don't want to offend our ethnic readers out there, but you do have to admit 
that when it comes to using a sporting club as an extension of your country of 
origin's national ethos, our ethnic chums have pretty much cornered the market. To 
whit, there ain't too many amateur teams out there running around in England or 
Socceroo replica kits, but there's a shitload sporting the national colours of Croatia, 
Macedonia, Serbia, Spain, and Greece. Not to mention all those sides running 
around in Juventus kits. 


Don't get me wrong, there's nothing wrong with having a bit of national pride in 
your heritage, but it's slightly disconcerting for an opposing player to discover he's 
actually playing against what the opposing supporters seem to think is the Croatian 
or Macedonian national team on a Sunday morning. 


Then there's the issue of violence. Without going into loo much detail some of 
the supporters of these sides can get a little carried away with the spirit of the 
occasion. Great support though. You can always tell when you're playing an ethnic 
team in the likes of the local pub league Division 4 Reserves comp. ‘Cos instead of 
being watched by your girlfriend and your goalie’s parents, there are around 500 
people encroached on the sidelines screaming for blood and chanting the name of a 
foreign team or country. 


| think I'll bring it to a close there. In summation there are probably several other 
stereotypical images other readers could bring to the discussion. | was reading one 
of those new trendy English ‘lads’ magazines in the newsagents the other day (the 
name escapes me - Loaded or FMH or something). You know the genre, new 
laddism means it's okay to be a sexist pig and denigrate women again now cos we're 
sending ourselves up and it's all self-referential. Anyway, the mag had a big feature 
on Sunday park football in the UK, and discussed some of the stereotypes there. 
The emphasis seemed to be on all the nutters, cloggers and psychos that populate 
the English amateur game. And |'ll tell you what, having seen some of the photos 
accompanying that piece, I'll stick with our ethnics and dodgy referees, thank you 
very much, 
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Why did West Ham United cross the road? 
Sharlais Mullin takes up the story. 


lt seems the Hammers’ eving St their school of excellence from Olympic 
Kingsway to Wanneroo City was the doing of an organisation called Australian 
Sparts Promotions (ASP - bit of venom in that anagram), ASP made the decision, 
and according to Olympic it was due to this organisation sending incorrect 
information to West Ham. Also there was a problem with registering the name 
“Kingsway Hammers", ASP restricting Olympic in using it and the associated logos. 
Olympic are considering legal action and are attempting to deal with West Ham 
directly. 


In the meantime, 100 metres across bitumin and a bit of grass, Wanneroo City 
are changing their colours to claret and blue. They won't be able to change from 
“City” to "Hammers" until the name fiasco is sorted out. For now the school of 
excellence will continue to be known as Kingsway Hammers, which pleases Olympic 
not at all. The president of Wanneroo admitted that he’s had no direct dealings with 
West Ham, only ASP. 


Moving directly west we visit Percy Doyle Reserve and WA Premier League club 
Sorrento. The Gulls have made a deal with Derby County, which basically involves 
Sorrento youth players (up to three each season} going to the East Midlands for a 
shot at the big time. Sorrento have almost total control over the arrangement and 
won't be changing their colours or calling themselves the "Rams". Interestingly the 
Gulls claim that they were the first club approached by West Ham (or rather, ASP), 
but knocked them back, as the school of excellence is completely controlled by the 
Hammers. Sorrento have by far the worst facilities in WA's top flight, so that must not 
be an issue for ASP. 


Finally we move citywards to the HQ of Soccer West Coast (SWC). Until last 
week they had no president, no vice president and no general manager. The 
organisation was being run by the acting vice president. This week Paul Tombides, 
ex-Socceroo and occasional tabloid journo, was appointed general mamager. The 
presidency, last held by Dominic Galal, is still vacant. 

Oh, and there's a pre-season hs Series currently being played. WA soccer is 
continuing a proud tradition of in-fighting, legal cases and complete turmoil. 

Nothing quite like it! (Ed: Except in all the other states of course!) 
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Brazil swept away! 
Three out of three gives real hope for 2000 


March 21 - Sydney Football Stadium 
Olyroos 2 Brett Emerton 6, Michael Curcija 69 


Brazil 1 Eriberto 31 
Referee: Simon Micallef (NSW) Crowd: 20,067 


Before we kick-off it's important to mention that once again there was massive 
confusion at the entrance gates, particularly for those who had pre-booked tickets. 
ls ita soccer problem or just Parramatta staff? | think we should be told. If only 
David Hill was present when the father of an Olyroo couldn't get in until half-time! 
Right then, on with the real action. 


Okay, calm down let's not get too drunk just yet. It wasn't widely reported, but 
Brazil arrived in the country with what was essentially their World Youth Cup team 
for next year, 
although on the evidence displayed at the SFS on this memorable night il's 
understandable that some people will start talking about medals in 2000. 

The fact that Brazil were upset by the refereeing-should not detract from 
Australia's performance either, and it should be noted that South Amercian leams in 
general are always put out when early decisions go against them. It was a pattern 
that continued in Adelaide, but more on that later. 


Brett Emerton put the locals ahead after six minutes, converting a Damianos (| 
think) cross and setting the scene for a wonderful debut performance as captain. 
Brazil equalised just after the half hour through Eriberto, who was permitted to run at 
the heart of the defence and unleash a shot past the exposed Milosevic, but the first 
half was generally dominated by the Aussies who gave the unexpectedly large crowd 
a treat to remember, When Curcija struck the winner from another set-piece, this 
time involving Grella, the result was never in doubt. Brazil were clearly flustered by 
the enthusiasm and stamina of the locals and spent an inordinate amount of time 
whinging, diving and so on, which only resulted in the crowd becoming more 
animated. | 

Special mentions must go to Nick Rizzo (who showed the Aussie public just why 
Liverpoo! rate him so highly), Simon Colosimo, Vince Grella and also the under-rated 
Con Blatsis, whose aerial prowess will be crucial to the tearn's success in 2000, 

Allin all, a brilliant occasion. 20,000 spectators to walch what was esentially a 
youth match, great goals, plenty of commitment, and a win over Brazil. It doesn't get 
much better. 


March 24 - Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide 

Zane 42, Curcija 59, Rizzo 80pen 
Brazil 2 Antonio 11, 83 

Referee: Eugene Brazzale (Vic) Crowd: 7,537 





The match had a sensational opening when Eriberto was sent off after just 11 
minutes after planting his elbow in Blatsis' face while waiting for a corner to be taken. 
Eriberto had copped a yellow just moments earlier for a foul on Grella, but the elbow 
offence was worth a red card anyway. It is perhaps significant Blatsis has been 
involved in a couple of nasty incidents this season, including one memorable scene 
at Wollongong, and if he is not careful officials might start looking at why he is the 
target of so many poysicat attacks. 

he send-off of Eriberto made Brazil's already difficult task near-impossible, 
although they almost preserved their lead until half time, that is until Fabio failed to 
hold a free-kick from Rizzo and Zane was first to the rebound. 





In the second half the Aussies upped the tempo and Brazil tired visibly when 
Curcija (from a corner) and Rizzo (from the spot) gave Australia a two-goal lead, 
although Marco Antonio showed he will be one to watch in Nigeria next year with his 
second of the game in the 83rd minute. 

Man-of-the-match was Nick Rizzo, who had a major hand in all three goals and 
generally terrorised the Brazilan defenders down the left flank. He was the victim of 
some rugged tackling but rather than take the theatrical approach he soldiered on 
and repaid his assailants the best way known, beating them on the scoreboard. 

Once again the Brazilian coach Toninho Barroso was critical of the referee, 
claiming the penalty was a gift and he was grumpy about the yellow card count being 
a lopsided 6-2, although he was honest enough to admit that Eriberto was correctly 
sent off. Barroso would have been betler concentrating on how to negate the 
tactical advantage his opposite number Raul Blacno had built up, and how to stop 
the surprise packet of the series, Clayton Zane. 


March 28 - WACA, Perth 
Olyroos 2 Zane 15, 24 
Brazil 1 Edu 60 


Referee: Brett Hugh (NSW) Crowd: 13,357 


Toninho Barroso admitted before the final game that Oz deserved to win the 
opening two matches and indeed deserved a clean sweep. After twenty-four 
minutes he would have been ready to throw up his hands in surrender. Again, Brett 
Emerton was instrumental, providing the pass for Zane to open the scoring allhough 
Da Silva should have had that honour in the opening minutes. Zane’s second was 
even better, running al the heart of the Brazilian defence and slotting the ball home 
from fifteen metres. 

Australia were good value for their 2-0 half-time lead, with Grella prominent, 
Laybutt fitting in well at the back while Danny Milosevic is starting to look like the 
goalkeeper we'd hoped he'd become. It seems a shame that Danny will play all the 
lead-up matches only for Mark Bosnich to take centre stage in 2000. Soccer can be 
pragmalic sometimes. . 

The second half saw Brazil come back into the aha although Australia never 
looked to sit on the 2-0 lead, preferring to look for the goal that would bury Brazil, 
and while Johnny Warren (see Get the book out!) may have been looking for a 
Brazilian goal to “make a game of it" we were hoping for 6-0. Well, you can dream, 
especially given the dominance Oz was showing over the under-strength tourists. 


So, what now? Australia has had a comfortable series win over Brazil and the 
latest news is that the Olyroos may play as many as FIFTY preparation matches 
between now and the Olympics. It is expected most games will be against sides the 
calibre of Denmark, Argentina, USA, South Africa as well as the standard games 
with South Korea and Japan. 

Expect plenty of camps as weil, not just at the AIS but in provincial centres, letting 
the public see what all the fuss is about, 

In the meantime it will be up to the administrators to ensure the best possible 
team is put on the park at all times. And that includes re-approaching the likes of 
Joe Simunic, if Raul Blanco is to be believed. Studs Up would prefer to see Blanco 
nominate six (or so) players who are likely to be considered as over-age players. 
These players (Bosnich, Viduka etc) should be encouraged to participate with the 
Olyroos at every available opportunity. There will be no point dropping, say, Zelic 
into the centre of midfield in 2000 if he's never played with the other guys in the 
team. Hmm, so much to think about. Perhaps after this Brazil series, we should 
allow ourselves to just enjoy the moment for a while. 


P.S, An odd bit of trivia from Peter Smith: Aust v Brazil from Perth was the 3rd most 
watched show in Sydney on SBS that week. Ranked 178 over all the channels, it 


was 
watched by 95,000. The Adelaide game ranked 194th and was watched by 82,500. 
Still quite a way to go before Les's world game conquers Australia then! 
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Okay, we finally managed to make sense of the 220 responses to our survey, 
so even though they are four months late (yeah, we've been pathetic since 
Nov 29 as well) we can at least say here are the 


1997/98 SUrvey results 
WARNING: Not all questions were answered by every person and some answers 


were obviously constructed under the influence of illegal substances because how 
the answer to question 3a can go for half a page STILL escapes us. Read on... 


1. Are you a member of an A-League club? 

Yes-122 No-98 Note: Majority of Brisbane, Perth and Canberra respondents 
were members. Not so in other areas, particularly Victoria and NSW. Obviously a 
tough one for the lone Tassie respondent. 


2. Do you support an A-League club? 
Yes-189 No-31 Note: Similar breakdown to Q1. Alarmingly, one third of the 
45 respondents from Victoria do not support a club. 


3a. How often do you attend an Ericsson Cup game? i.e. every week, once a 
fortnight, once a month, only occasionally etc... _ 

Fifteen people (7%) said either never or virtually never, hardly ever, call it what you 
like. 


As expected, fans in one team towns went fortnightly but about half the people in 
Sydney went every week. 


3b. Do you feel you have an input at the club, either via a supporters club or 
through dialogue with officials? : 

Those to respond positively were those from Canberra, Gippsland and Brisbane 
while Perth and Newcastle perhaps better get a PR person on the job. We had 
some real horror stories as well, with the problems at South Melbourne and Perth 
well documented in previous SUs and there seems to be a problem finding a 
supporters group structure that suits both the fans and the board. Sadly, few boards 
actually ask for the supporters’ opinions, either face-to-face or via the match 
programme. 


4. Which is the best A-League ground you have attended? Why? 

Marconi (23%), Hindmarsh (18%), Suncorp (16%), Bob Jane (14%). 

Note: The reasons are pretty obvious, although there was certainly a touch of 
misplaced loyalty here and there. Best response: "As /ong as / can get a beer and 
see the game I'm happy". Amen to that. 


5. Which A-League grounds do you rarely/never attend? Why? |.e. admission 
price, ground facilities, accessibility of venue, safety, standard of soccer 
Knights Park (21%) and Edensor Park (19%) were the two standouts, no other 
ground got mentioned more than three times. Note: High abstention rate on this 
car Pesala to get a mention were Seiffert Oval, Newcastle, SFS, Heidelberg (7!7) 
and Marconi. 


6. Has the emergence of Perth Glory in the national league made you feel that 
your club is lagging behind in terms of marketing and spectator appeal? 

73 % of all respondents said yes, with Canberra, Brisbane, South Melbourne, 
Newcastle, Adelaide City and Gippsland fans topping the club percentages. 


7. What could clubs do to attract you (or your family/friends) to more games? 
Standard of play, improved marketing and advertising of match details were 
considered the three main avenues to increased attendances, although there was 
also plenty of other suggestions: Reduced admission prices for those carrying flags 
or wearing soccer shirts, more general entertainment (pre/half time) guest players, 
large replay screens, family areas, better ground announcers and a more attractive 
tactical approach from the coaches were all sensible. Free alcohol, Greek fetes, less 
entertainment (Perth) and stop signing Andy Harper (Brisbane) were not. But they 
gave us a smile.... 





8. When you attend an Ericsson Cup match, do you generally watch the 
curtain-raiser? If not, what form of entertainment should be provided? 

Only 23% said they watched the curtain-raiser, 56% said they don't. The other 21% 
must get too pissed to remember. Most people were interested in either kids games 
(rooball) or live music or kicking balls into the crowd, although nude women (thanks 
Con) is an unlikely starter. It seems more fans would be interested if they knew 
nee about what they were watching. Again, most match programmes fail dismally 
in this area. 


9. What can be done to improve the standard of matchday programmes? 

Er, plenty. Starting with availability. It would take half an issue to go into this in 
detail but there is a definite need for more stats, better articles, more fans input, 
more club news, more (and better) photos, less ads, more player input, coach's and 
captain's columns, checking of spelling and grammar, a centrefold (?!7), a quiz, 
colour and realism. For that, they presumably meant less bullshit from the 
president/committee, 

Yep, it's some wish list. Ultimately it comes down to budget, and not enough 
clubs can produce decent programmes, simple as that. SOme fans want SocAus to 
produce a weekly AFL-style programme. Sorry folks, the clubs voted against it. 

Generally the fans of Marconi, Perth and Brisbane were happy. Best comment: 
(from Brisbane) - "The standard of articles has risen exponentially since the 
introduction of Andy Harper's column.“ 


10. Are you satisfied with the range of merchandise available at the club shop? 
What items would you like to see introduced? 

Yes-53% No-4/% Items most frequently requested? Scarves, stickers, 
keyrings, stubby holders, mugs, badges and t-shirts. Rare mentions went to books, 
videos, towels, hats, clappers (!), Strikers raincoats (in-joke), bondage equipment 
and, from a different respondent, inflatables, Perhaps they should get together, 


11. Are you satisfied with the range of merchandise available in mainstream 
sports stores? What items would you like to see introduced? 

76% said no. Almost everyone wants to see Aussie CLUB shirts in the shops, and 
Socceroo stuff of course. Also Socceroo posters. 


12. Should an Auckland team be admitted into the A-League? 

Yes =44% WNo=49% Don't know/ don't care = 7% 

Note: Got some looooonnnnggg responses to this one, with plenty of venom and 
Sarcasm in places, but like the republic debate it won't go away. We might try this 
one again after the next axe goes through the league. 


13. How many teams should make up the A-League? 

We wish we hadn't asked. Plenty of half-page jobs on this, with many people seeing 
the size dependant on myriad factors BUT we came to the conclusion that 63% 
wanted 14 teams or less. After that it got a bit silly, with one person suggesting 22 
teams and of course plenty wanted two conferences and everybody should make the 
sei ae keep it interesting (!7!). Three fans said "...as long as itis an even 
NnuUMDEr. 


Okay, back to the real survey ina sec. Prior to THAT game we asked four 
questions. Only 79 fans had responded by that stage which is why we 
exfended the response date. 


14. Is the Socceroos preparation for the WC play-off satisfactory? 

Yes=10 No=69 

; are on aoe think SocAus made the correct decision to hold the final play-off at 
ah 

Yes=37 No=40 (mostly fomNSW) Don't know = 2 

16. Have you travelled interstate to watch the Socceroos? 

Yes=44 No=35 

17. Do you intend to go to the MCG on November 297 

Yes=42 No=37 
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18. Should the ‘Superstars of Soccer’ concept be persevered with? 

Yes=32% No=65% Don'tknow=3% 

A lot of people want to see competitive matches, irrespective of the prize. The public 
have shown they won't be fooled. A state-of-origin series was popular, bul most just 
want real internationals against touring national sides. Nothing will replace the REAL 
Socceroos, apparently. 


19. Is Terry Venables’ reputation at risk with reference to transfers of 

Australian players to Portsmouth? 
Yes=47% No=50% Don'tknow=3% q 
Does it really matter anymore? 99% probably say no. 


20. Given as many facts as we know, what punishments should have been 
handed out to Sydney United, South Melbourne or any other club which is 
found guilty of being unable to control their supporters at matches? 

Expulsion and fines both attracted 28%, point deductions 16%, neutral venue for 
matches and behind closed doors 7%, life bans for hooligans and bonds were rarely 
mentioned, 

Three people preferred criminal investigations. A few people felt it was a loaded 
question and we admit it could have been phrased better (maybe) but it still seerns 
fair to ask fans what the punishments for offenders should be. Again, there was lots 
of spite in some of the answers, and we got accused of ‘ethnic-bashing' as usual but 
how else do you ask a question about something as serious as the hooligan 
problem’? 


21. Were you satisfied with the performance of the Soccer Australia board 
over the past twelve months? If no, why not? 

Yes =59% No=39% Don'tknow=2% | 
Note: The factors preventing a higher approval rating included: World Cup failure, 
the ethnic issue, legal problems, lack of marketing, state of the national league and 
procrastination. 

Procrastination? Hill himself would probably chuckle at that one... 


22. Is the coverage of soccer in the media adequate/inadequate? 
Adequate = 19% Inadequate = 81% 

People in all states had a good whinge, a common gripe being the lack of 
information from the rest of the country. It seems people like to know if the 
opposition star player will be fit this week, or who the new junior/import is. 


23. Which Ericsson Cup statistics should be available in addition to the 
scores? 

i.e. corners, free kicks, woodwork _ 
Percentages are a bit meaningless for this one but the most common requirements 
seem to be: goalscorers, time of goals, accurate attendance figures, red & yellow 
cards, corners, free-kicks, offsides, injuries and maybe even player of the year points 
(if the league can find a sponsor and a sensible judging committee). One fan wanted 
the amount of times Andy Harper contributed positively to a game. (Sorry Andy, but 
this IS a fanzine) 


24. Should SocAus insist on all senior and youth team shirts having the 
player's name on the back? 

Yes=67% No=31 Don'tknow=2% 

Perhaps we can refer SocAus to the current dispute surrounding Melbourne Storm 
and their attempts to break into a new market. Perhaps they don't care. Most 
people who voted no objected to the use of the word ‘insist’. “Suggest’, they said, 
might have meant a yes vote. 


25. Where do you receive your information on soccer? A 
i.e, television (sbs), soccer publications, radio, daily newspapers | 
Nate: most people mentioned more than one category.. 


Newspapers 20%, Internet 20%, SBS 19%, ABSW 8%, SU 7%, TV 6%, \ 
Of genuine concern to Optus should be the fact that only three people mentioned 
‘em. 





26. Which of the above provides the best coverage? 

Hmm, a lot of fans (42%) chose not to respond to this, making percentages iffy. 
Not surprisingly the Internet dominated the responses of |hose who have access to 
it, bul SBS was the most popular ‘mainstream’ response. Now get this. The third 
most mentioned was Studs Up! Shit, the information avenues out of Driver Avenue 
need to be re-assessed, And fast! 

Seriously, this has become a real problem. SocAus issue the basic material to 
the various press outlets but unless it is a quote from Hill it rarely gets printed. Then, 
you have the absurd situation where ABSW can't print the upcoming fixtures (see 
Get the Book out!). 


27. Which of the above need to really lift their game? 

Votes equally spread amongst mainstream television, newspapers and radio, with a 
secondary level of SBS, ABSW, Courier Mail, Soccer Australia magazine, the 
Telegraph-Mirror and a significant number (14%) for ‘all of the above’. 


28. If you could ask David Hill one question, what would it be? 

A lot of people still want to know why we can't call it football in this country. Only one 
wanted to know "Did your /ady friend wear a mini to the game in Tehran?” This has 
been covered in a previous issue, and most of the late responses were of a similar 
nature. Check the black issue. 


29. Do you believe the A-League clubs are doing as much as they can to urge 
young players to remain in Australia? 

Yes=40% No=58%  Don'tknow=2% 

A bit surprised so many people knew enough about it to form an opinion. As they 
say, it's a game of.... 


30. What features would you like to see remain/deleted/introduced in Studs 
Up? 


Hmm, a long list here, allhough a lot of it SHOULD be mainstream newspaper stuff. 
However we'll try to provide increased humour, more surveys (after this one took 
THIS long?), ask SU peed we'll probably have to refer to an expert but we get the 
drift), womens football, more dirt, more historical stuff, more personal accounts from 
zat crazy German guy, more Get the Book out! and microwave recipes. 

Most of all, we'll try and comply with the requests for consistent publication times, 
although the World Cup could well make that a tricky one in the immediate future. 


Worth quoting.... | | 

We ial embarrass anybody by attaching names to this lot but it's worth 
reading: 

- Mike Cockerill writes well balanced articles for the SMH but Ray Gatt who writes for 
the Australain is a disgrace. He hates Hill (is he still angry over the demotion of 
Parramatta Eagles?) and his articles are always biased against Hill and SocAus. 

- For clarity | should like to say that telling your mate who runs the Greek Herald to 
put in some stuff about your club does not qualify as a press release. 

- People may bemoan his (Andy Harper) current football form but they cannot 
complain about his literary contribution. There is absolutely no way his articles are 
ghost written! | 

- Personally | thought Donald Stewart had a great sense of melodrama about him... 
- Perhaps designate a special hooligan area so that the rest of the fans can get on 
with watching the game and not dodge flares and play quess the flag. 

- Pom-pom girls are a nice touch for sad men.... 

-| anal think being offered entry to the Croatian army is of much appeal to a young 
Australian. 


That's all for now folks, There WILL be another one, and it might even be 
before the end of the year. Let's get through the World Cup first though... 


Dear SU - PO Box53, Oakleigh South 3167 


First up is Sharlais Mullin who, like most fans, is fed up with the lack of 
accountability amongst the game's officials. 


Dear SU 


This arvo (March 8) Glory defeated Gippsiand 2-1 in what was perhaps the mos! 
eventful match I've ever seen. To briefly summarise Gippsland took an early lead 
through Canosa (I think), only for Glory to win it in the second half through 
Kalogeracos and a very late Despotovski penalty. But mention (or rather, a long rant) 
MUST be made of the performance of the referee, Mr Wayne Dade. 

Now, | do not say this lightly, but Dade was responsible for probably the worst 
refereeing decision I've ever seen. Five minutes into the match a Gippsland corner 
curved high, untouched and out. It was physically impossible for a player fully twenty 
feet in height to make contact with the ball. Both teams moved out for a goal kick, 
bul incredibly Dade suddenly decided to award a corner. Glory, being the 
unprofessional outfit they are, arqued and bickered and, not surprisingly, conceded a 
goal. For the rest of the half the chant of 
“Corner Comer” rang around the ground. Dade, abused by all and sundry, was 
plainly distressed when he left the pitch at the interval. 


But that incident was only one of several that left both teams (not to mention the 
fans) angry and bewildered, Four or five Gippsland players were booked in the first 
half, all of them for physical but not particularly dirty fouls, Indeed, one was for an 
attempt of a foul that missed its target. But immediately after the goal we saw a mini- 
repeat of the Wolves incident when a Gippsland player ran up to The Shed to give it 
the finger. Dade saw nothing wrong with that. 


In the second half the first obvious foul, committed by Hastie on the edge of the 
box, drew a second yellow and the Falcons were down to ten men. After thal there 
were several fouls of an identical nature, mainly by Gippland but also by Glory, which 
Dade didn't punish. Hastie has grounds for complaint. | think "inconsistent" is too 
mild a word. | 

The late (and match-deciding) penalty | can't say too much about, as | didn't see 
it. In fact very few people saw it, including the radio commentators. The two 
explanations that I've heard so far are that Sekulic buried Scott Halpin with a *very” 
late tackle, or Sekulic stomped Halpin in an off-the-ball incident. Whatever the 
offence Sekulic was given a straight red card. After that there was an enormous 
shoving match, the two players at the centre of things being Samson Siasia and 
Manny Gotis, Gotis then had to be restrained first by Buljubasic and then his own 
team-mates from ATTACKING THE REFEREE, And yet he wasn't even cautioned! 
That Despotovski took the penalty with such aplomb is remarkable considering the 
five minute wait he had to endure. 


It could then be argued that Despotovski and Buljubasic could have been booked 
for over-celebration, as they both charged well off the field. Gotis then got away with 
a very bad foul on Carbone (born of frustration methinks) and Buljubasic for a two 
footed the-ball-well-past-him tackle on Thompson. By this stage Dade's cards were 
stapled to his pocket. 

After the final whistle Canosa had a prolonged shouting match with Dade and 
then invited disaster by sardonically clapping the Glory fans as he slowly walked 
towards the tunnel. A missile was thrown. 


Now none of these ridiculous events would have taken place if not for the plain 
ineptitude of Dade. His corner decision was blatantly incorrect and | think the abuse 
he copped from the crowd rattled him. Quite frankly it was not a performance fit for 
the level of the NSL, whether at Perth Oval in front of a large crowd, or a poorly 
attended midweek slug-out between two cellar-dwellers. 





Special mention must be made of fourth official (and WA ref) Lou Prospero. 
Unbelievably he managed to hold up the wrong numbers for a substitution using the 
ELECTRONIC board. His error held the match up for a full two minutes. 

Criticisms of this country's officials have often been made, particularly over the 
last few weeks with the efforts of Con Diomis at Belmore and Suncorpse. Earlier in 
the season it was most notably McKay at Breakers Stadium. Several times on the 
radio I've heard commentators, coaches, ex-coaches and ex-players, lament that the 
current generation of officials is inexperienced and a class below. Clearly the 
standard of refereeing in Australia is unsatisfactory. The question | ask is, how can it 
be fixed? Full-time referees? 

Also, will we ever see a day where a referee (Dade) is asked to explain why 
he/she made a certain decision (awarding a ridiculous corner)? In other words, 
accountability? 


Ed: Er, probably not. On a couple of occasions fanzines such as SU have 
attempted to conduct interviews with referees and linesman but the questions and 
answers need to be vetted which defeats the purpose. SocAus can hide behind 
FIFA on this one, and until they change their altitude we're never going to hear a 
referee may "| may have erred on that occasion bul officials are like players and are 
prone to individual mistakes, even at the highest level” or some such cliche. 


Next up is Duncan McKenzie who describes himself as a happy Carlton 
supporter 


Dear Sir, 

| received my Feb/Mar copy of SU today and as usual enjoyed reading the 
articles and news. | would like to make afew comments. Firstly, | liked the idea of a 
national supporters group as mentioned in the article on page 6, however even if a 
formal body is not formed there is still a lol we can do as individuals to promote 
SOCCer. 

| make it a point of writing to organisations who do not give soccer a fair go. My 
Internet service provider, which | have found to be very good in every other respect, 
features a special section on its sports site devoted to AFL, whereas soccer is only 
provided with links to soccer sites. | cannot see why soccer should not be given 
equal status, and | have asked them to provide more for soccer fans. 

Unless and until every soccer fan makes a point of letting the media and 
organisations know what we want they will continue with the habitual dominance of 
AFL, thus continuing to marginalise the world game in this country. If Australia had 
the soccer profile and scene that it has in Europe this country wouldn't only be a 
great place, it would be PERFECT! 


secondly, | understand that politics in every sport is unavoidable, but let's as far 
as iS possible have open and honest debate bul focus on the positives. Soccer is 
truly for everyone, and we should work fogether to suppor! our game. We are not 
yet in a position of strength in this country in relation to other sports and therefore we 
cannot afford destructive 
in-fighting. 


Time for an update from Peter Kartsidimas re last issue's SMSG article. 


Dear SU, 

Recently a few of us met up with SM's vice president, Nick Markousis, to discuss 
certain things we already thought we sel clear with the incompetent General 
Manager, Peter "Gonzo" George. We have now been given the "official" go ahead to 
continue writing our articles in the Greek newspapers and elsewhere. It seems that 
Nick convinced the committee that we could do a lot of damage to the board unless 
they let us have our way. The only thing he encouraged was to at least write positive 
articles until the season was over, as now is not the time for bad publicity. 

We found out some very interesting information. Perhaps the biggest being the 
fact that the board will go through a major shake up in the off season, A board of 
about 7 is expected in the future. He portrayed a positive future and we are hopeful 
that he is right, But we've all heard it all before, many, many, many, many times. 
Time will be the judge. 
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Sometimes you get some classic e-mail.... 


“Good Evening, I'm Derryn Hunch...... 

Let's talk about Sepp Blatter, or as | call him, The Blatter Butcher, and I'll tell you 
why. ‘Cause the Blatter Baker and the Blalter Candlestick Maker didn't quite work but 
it's obvious to me, and I've said this yesterday on Brisbane radio, and the day before 
that in the Adelaide press and last week on Perth TV, and two months ago in the 
Sun Herald Classifieds, and last night to a bloke in the pub who told me to "piss off" 
but | won't be silenced, it's obvious to me that Sepp Blatter, The Blatter Butcher, 
does not like Australians. He's an Aussie basher. An Oz hating, queue jumping, 
sludge jumping paedophile, with a string of drunk driving convictions as long as your 
arm.......and as far as I'm concerned, he can ROT IN HELL. You are what you drink, 
and |'m a bitter man. 

I'm Derryn Hunch......” 


And finally some good news from stats guru Andrew Howe 


Dear SU, 

Seeing that we're so used to bashing SocAus, | thought I'd better relate a nice 
little story. A few days ago | called Jason Crowle to get back on to the fax stream. 
He put me back on in an instant. | then asked how could | get the EC lineups for the 
previous 5 weeks. He said he would fax them through. Within about 30 mins he did 
so - and get this - the fax was a whopping 40 pages - it took over half an hour to 
come thru! |t must have been a hass preparing all this stuff. God bless him. 


SU says: Yep, a great story Andrew. But! It should be pointed out that the offictal 
stats as supplied by the governing body vary wildly at times with the line-ups given 
by a certain weekly publication with an acronym of SWAB. Our understanding is the 
SocAus are taken from the sheets as handled by the team of officials. Are the 
olhers done in the press box during the game or the bar after it? 
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competition 
Turning into the final straight now and if Harry picks up the Euro treble it could be 
a one-two SU finish. But with SU staff ineligible for the prize pack the battle rages on 
and round 25 promises to be another interesting one. Again we off the chance to 
pick the 'trifecta’ and pick up a bonus ten. The three categories this time and the 
nominees are: 


PLAYERS PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
Brett Emerton, Brad Maloney, John Markovski, Damian Mori, Paul Trimboli 
U/21 PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
Simon Colosimo, Bill Damianos, Brett Emerton 
COACH OF THE YEAR 
David Mitchell, Angie Postecoglou, Nick Theodorakopoulos 


Five points for each correct answer, a bonus ten for the ‘trifecta’. Maximum 25 
paints. ) 
Simple, right? Entries to the usual inlets by May 22. Winners announced at the 
Ericsson Cup awards night on May 23. 


The Leaderboard.... 
Rd 22:EuroC1 Rd23:EuroC2 Rd 24: Euro 

C3 Total 2 

Kevin Christopher (127) Real Madrid Stuttgart Aston Villa (0) 127 
Bhupinder Rai (116) Real Madrid Loko. Moscow (3) Spartak Moscow (3) 122 
Lance Librandi (89) Juventus Chelsea Atletico Madrid (3) 92 
Anthony Fensom (89 Man Utd (0) Stuttgart Lazio 89 
Harry Georgiadis (89 Real Madrid Stuttgart Inter Milan eg°* 
Anthony Clarke (72) Man Utd (0) Vicenza (3) Inter Milan 75 


Dear SU (sort of) - A message from Paul Gellard 
(London) | 


Dear SU, 

Thanks for your latest e-mail regarding sending you info on Aussie's playing here 
in England. Whilst grabbing a few words with some of the players may be a little 
difficult for me, | can certainly give you information on them. Aussie players usually 
get mentioned in the papers or teletext over here, or in their clubs’ programmes, 


| can tell you that today my team, Kingstonian (Ryman Premier League), had no 
game and so | made the short trip to Hayes (Vauxhall Conference) to see them play 
Farnborough Town. More to the point, | went to see Jon Brady (ex-Adamstown 
Rosebud, Brentford, Swansea City, Wycombe Wanderers), He now plays in a wing- 
back role on the right and he looked very effective. He could even have scored. He's 
now in his fourth season with the club and he's definitely a fan favourite. | believe he 
even played for Australia Under-17's? 


| don't know whether it's of ay interest to you, but Paul Harries is on loan to 
Basingstoke Town (Ryman Premier Division) and | managed to see him play against 
Kingstonian last month. He came on as a sub. and rumour has it that he is free to 
leave Portsmouth at the end of the season. 

David Seal does not play regularly for Northampton anymore, Afler a promising 
start to the season, the club's record £50,000 signing, went through.a big goal 
drought and is now quite often only seen appearing off of the bench. 

Danny Tiatto is still with Stoke and is a reqular starter with the first team. He has 
been injured of late and been forced onto the bench. Rumour has it that he could be 
off to Italy at the end of the season. Bari and Udinese are reportedly scouting him, 
along with a number of English sides. 

Jason Kearton is now a fan favourite with Crewe. He's been playing in almost 
every game this season and has put in some wonderful performances according to 
the club's text page. It seems leaving Everton to join the Division One side has been 
a breath of fresh air for him. 


Chris Coyne is now regularly seen on the bench for West Ham. He spent all of 
last season in the reserves and is still a regular in the side despite gaining first team 
recognition this season, However, he has yet to make it onto the pitch. 
| can't really tell you much about Andy Bernal. Not much is ever said about him. He 
is about the only one of the three Aussie's at Reading who is a regular fixture in the 
side. He was sent off recently and is suspended at the current time (I think). 

Frank Talia has been told that he does have a future at Swindon thanks to reqular 
goalkeeper, Fraser Digby, turning down a new contract with the club. Talia has 
played once for Swindon this season after recovering from a serious back injury 
which almost ended his career. 

Reading's other two Aussie’s, Steve Mautone and Stuart Lovell, are both out of 
the frame. Mautone is recovering from a long-term injury and Lovell, who made a 
comeback and scored just before Terry Bullivant's resignation, is now back ijn the 
reserves (as usual), It's amazing - whenever the guy plays, he scores! 


Richard Johnson is still a regular in the Watford side that looks destined to 
become a Division One side next season. He has scored on several occasions this 
season. 

Cari Veart is struggling with Millwall. He can't get into the starting line-up and is quile 
often out of the side altogether. _ 

Lucas Neill is still injured and Tim Cahill is having contract talks at the end of 
the season, — 

Doug Hodgson, converted to a striker by Oldham, scored again today despite 
the side losing 3-1 at Carlisle United. | 
Hope this info. is of help to you and I'll let you know when | hear anymore. 
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An interview with a Formeroo! 
This month: Greg Stock completes his talk with Att 
Abonyi 


GS : Going into ‘74, You were a part of the Uruguay series. 

AA: "Yes two games, A 0-0 draw in Melbourne and a 2-0 win in Sydney. 

GS : That was the first time the world really stood up and took notice that the 
Socceroos were a world class team. 

AA : "Australia had a couple of decent results against visiting overseas teams but 
that was possibly one of the biggest (results) up to that point when we beat Uruguay 
in Sydney 2-0. lf | remember nghtly there was probably two other scores that stand 
aul in my mind. Beating Greece in '69, that was the first time that we beat a 
European side, and then in '70 beating Greece in Greece 3-1. So there were two, 
but of course, there was Uruguay because they had won the world cup twice. That 
was something special." 


GS : Do you remember the infamous Ray Baartz incident, when he was karate 
chopped by a Uruguayan player? 

AA : "Oh yeah very much so. | was taking a corner kick at the time and that's when it 
happened. | went to take a corner from the right wing and Baartzy like everybody 
e/se was in the box waiting for the corner to be taken and the guy just karate 
chopped him from behind. | didn't end up taking the corner kick because everything 
just stopped. 

Baartzy went down and the game was held up for five, seven, eight minutes, | don't 
know. Oh geez, | remember like it was yesterday." 

GS : Did the Australian players step in and start anything at that stage. 

AA : “To be quile fair | really didn't see it because | had my back to it going out to 
take a corner kick, and next minute | heard the roar of the crowd and | thought, what 
(he hell is going on? And as | turned around | believe Baartzy was hil and he was on 
(he ground and of course a few pat de thal were nearby saw the whole incident and 
they all rushed in and there was a bil of a scuffle, but it's up to the referee." 

GS : It's hard to imagine something so blatant happening on a football field 
during an international friendly. 

AA: "Yeah exactly! Baartzy went home and apparanily at two in the morning he was 
lotally paralysed. He was rushed to hospital and everybody thought, well, actually, 
we were convinced and he was (oo, he'll be paralysed for life." 

GS : That incident must have affected the Australian camp as Ray Baartz was 
one of the regular starters in the Socceroos side. 

AA : "Well not only thal he was one of the better players. He was one of the oldest 
players, not in terms of age, but he was with the team night fram the word go, like 
most of us. It was a tremendous blow to the team.” 


GS: The side then left Australia for Germany via Switzerland. 

AA: "Yes, three games in Switzerland. First of all we played, on the way, in places 
like Jakarta and Hong Kong. We ended up in Tel Aviv in Israel for ten days training 
camp. 

We played against |srael, but it was mainly used as a training camp, Our 
preperation | think was only the one full international, and from there we went to 
Switzerland again for another ten days to two weeks as part of our buildup. We 
played three games in Switzerland all against first division clubs Young Boys, 
Neuchetal and a third team, three (Swiss first division) club sides. And from there we 
went on to Germany." 

GS : It must have been a bit exciting for a team of part timers from downunder. 
AA : "Yeah it was one of those teams that probably only comes along once in a blue 
moon that not only has good players, but our friendship was just tremendous. |f was 
just like a family. And of course our confidence was growing too." 
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GS : Was Rale Rasic playing a reasonably attacking game or more a defensive 
game at that stage. 

AA : “| think he was a bit cautious and | can understand that. in the next couple of 
weeks you'd be facing teams like East Germany, West Germany and Chile. | mean 
to ever think that Australia would play against West Germany, the best team in the 
world (with) Beckenbauers and Mullers, So he had to be cautious. In that particular 
tournament. Haiti | think made it in the '74 World Cup, Haiti and another team Zaire 
from the south of Africa they were copping eight and nine nils. It sounds silly but to 
lose only three nil against West Germany again would have to go down as one of the 
greatest results ever." 


GS : And nil nil against Chile was a good result too. | 
AA: “Yeah thats right! We didn't score in three games but we got a point which | 
suppose is something, and we played against three extremely bloody good teams. 
When you think East Germany were the only team to beat West Germany in the 
fournament one nil so you actually played against the world champions and you 
played against the team who beat the world champions. Great results. 


GS : What happened after the World Cup? 
AA : "I called it quits. From '67 right up to '74 you're looking al nearly eight years 
non-stop and the family is starting to grow so / personally (hought that maybe this is 
the ultimate. You've been to the World Cup, another four years who knows what? 
Brian Green came out from England (to be Socceroo coach) and saw me at a game 
af Wentworth Park between St George af Hakoah. /'ll never forget that. | hada 
reasonably good game and he in fact approached me and said, "We've got two 
games coming up against New Zealand later that month, would you be available?" 
Anyway we sat down and talked about if, what my chances are, whal my . 
possibilities are, and why he wanted me back, He said he was keen and by this time 
| suppose | was getting itchy feel again and | really wanted to play. | didn't go to 
Sete for the first game but | played the second game in Melbourne which we 
won 3-7." 


GS: And you were included in the world tour. 

AA :" No, then Brian Green got the bullet after that and Jimmy Shoulder came 
along. Shoulder was only a very, very young chap at the time. | think he was only 
twenty-nine (or) thirty. And by this time people like Jimmy Rooney, myself, Peter 
Wilson were two or (three years older than Jimmy. Up to that point he had never had 
a club side. He was working af the AIS in Canberra, Eric Worthington (the director of 
coaching for the ASF) actually got Jimmy the job. That's either very late in '75 or 
early ‘76. That's when we went on the world tour in '76. We went to England with 
Jimmy Shoulder. 


GS : What was that tour like to be on. 

AA : “Well, every trip was brilliant, lets face it. Up to that point I'd never played in 
England before and we played two games in England. We went fo Israel, we wenl to 
all the Asian countries so it was memorable." 


GS : You'd never had a desire to try your luck in England up to that point? 

AA: "Well, back in those days it was unheard of. | think Ray Baartz was the only one 
who went to Manchester United as Sal rats boy, he had couple of years trial there. 
Johnny Warren went to a team called Stockport who were in the third division in 
England but it was just unheard of, not like nowadays. 

In fact nobody really played apart from Joe Marston who was before our days. 
Apparantly he went overseas and even played in the F.A. Cup, But he was the only 
one, it was just unheard of. Of course as much as you wanted to no other 
(overseas) club never even considered looking at an Australian player. 


3l 


32 


We were a laughing stock, we have to be honest about this. These (current) quys 
have gol the Joeys, the Young Socceroos, the Olympic team. 

| had the opportunity back in '75 when Manchester United came out here. Tommy 
Doekerly invited to me to play for United as a quest player against Queensland. But | 
was already twenty-eight by that time and he said as much as I'd like to sign you and 
fie wanted to but he said you're too old. You're twenty-eight we're not going to sign a 
twenty-eight year old guy. 


GS : Do you regret that at all. 

AA ; “Of course you do. From the day | was born | was a Man U supporter and for 
fim to invite me to play for United against Queensland in Brisbane was the only lime 
an Australian player has appeared as a guest player for a team like Man United or 
ay overseas team. So that was probably my greatest achievement on the personal 
oth, 

We were talking about ‘74 but that was as a squad. On a personal level that (Man 
U) would be my greatest memory." 

GS : And that was in........ 

AA; "In '75. They came out here to play. | think they played about six games, played 
(hree against Australia and they played the usual Victona, New South Wales and 
Queensland and so forth. | think they played four or five interstate games as well." 


GS : Did you get to keep the jumper and the gear after the game. 

AA : "Oh yeah. He gave me the whole kit which again was a tremendous gesture. 

Socks and shirts and badges and bags. They gave me everything and really treated 

me nicely. Great memory." 

GS: You've kept a Jot of stuff. 

AA : "Well that's one thing | have kept over the years but by the same token | have 

given a lot away. I've gol my very first shirt and I've got a couple of jerseys from the 

a ae ee I've got the ones we swapped against Germany, I've still got a few of 
ose shirts. 


us : ae were a part of the infamous "“mudbath" 1970 grand final against 
ugal. 
AA: "Yep 4-0." 

GS: ae Baumgartner coached Yugal, It was one of greatest coaching 
triumphs 

AA : "Yeah, and the week before we beat them 4-0 to knock Hakoah out of the grand 
final. We deliberately played Hakoal out of the grand final because we were winning 
4-0 after twenty minutes and Frank Arok who was coaching St George at the time 
virtually told us not to score any more goals. Because had we scored one more it 
would have put Hakoah back info the grand final and Hakoah for some reason we 
could never beat. So by keeping it down to four which meant that we played Yugal 
into the grand final on goal difference and they bloody beat us 4-0 would you believe 
(laughing). Talk about rain! That game should never have been played." 


GS : Tony Boskovic was the referee and everyone except him thought it 
should have been called off. 

AA : "I've got pictures of it! I've still got black and white shots of that game and all 
you could see is water. You could not kick the ball five yards. You had fo lift the ball." 
GS : The St George supporters who went out that day say it was one of the 
worst days in their life to see the side get beaten under those circumstances. 
AA: "One of the stories going around was apparanily Tony Boskovic was flying out 
the next day. He'd been invited to referee a few games in Asia, in some Asian 
tournament. } 

So he thought if the game was called off on Sunday the game would have to be 
either replayed on a Wednesday or the following Sunday and he would have been in 
Asia and he wanted to referee the grand final. Whether it's true or not | don't know, 
but there you go." 





GS : Do you remember your last game for the Socceroos. — 

AA: "Yes | certainly do. Do | ever. Against Iran in Teheran, In the '77 qualifiers. | 
knew that was it. By this time | am like thirty-one, | Knew this was the end of the road 
for me (as a eigen P 

GS : You were still playing club football? 

AA: "Oh yeah, | was playing for Sydney Croalia al the lime. | left St George and 
went there in '77 '78 and '79 three years." 

GS : It must have been hard leaving St George after all those years. 

AA : “Very hard. It was just a personal thing. My contract was up in '76 and that was 
the last year of the original state league. The national league was starting up in ‘77. 
Manfred Schaefer was the coach at the time al St George and | went into see him 
about my contract. | couldn't come to an agreement. It was basically as simple as 
that after eight years, eight wonderful years. 

You know, that's the highlight of my soccer life, | had a brilliant eight years at St 
George. Unfortunately | was thirly one at the time and | had to think about myseif for 
a change, my family was growing up plus national league was starting up. It was 
more demanding, more travelling, more this, more that, bul as far as Manfred could 
see there was no more money for me. We couldn't come to terms and Croatia came 
along and offered me more money and so | went to Croatia.” 

GS : And how did you find your time at Croatia. | 

AA : "Brilliant. Unfortunately we were in state eague, Croatia at that stage didn't go 
into the NSL but it was tremendous, Crowds, we used to average & fo 10,000 
people in 77' 78". | was there for three years '77 78' and '79, In the three years that ! 
was there we won the minor premiership, we won one grand final, we lost another 
ene and we bombed out jn the third ane. So we had a very good three years and 
financially it was very good. Back in those days you were looking at $5,000 being 
good money. 

These guys are earning hundreds of thousands now, but who cares about 
money? 

We never played for money always for the love of it. | can just imagine these guys 
coming back from England earning two hundred thousand or half a million. | wish | 
was born twenty years later." 


GS : So you weren't paid a great deal for the Socceroos. 

AA : "We got five (thousand) for the whole World Cup in '74. That's all the games, all 
the qualifiers, which in total was about thirteen games plus the World Cup included. 
Five thousand for the whole lot minus tax so we ended up getting about four.” 

GS : But they supplied all your gear for that. 

AA: “Oh yeah, Adidas did. Adidas was like a Nike - by far the biggest sporting 
company, plus the fact that it was in Germany they sponsored nearly all the teams. 
Everything was provided by Adidas of course. Not by anybody else (and not by) the 
Australian federation or anybody. Adidas purely sponsored ninety percent of the 
teams in the '74 World Cup." 

GS : So you got five grand and a lot of memories. 

AA : “Yeah, well, more memories. Like Johnny Warren's Christmas card this year 
said a jot of memories but no money (laughing). Him and | keep in touch and we 
always have a good Jaugh about it and good old chats about times but those were 
his exact words, A lot of memories but no money (laughing)." 


GS : From the '74 team, Johnny Warren has been the only player to have a 
long term career in the media. Guys like Ray Richards and Adrian Alston on 
television only occasionally and the others like yourself, we don’t hear much 
about you. 

AA : “Weill | used to do quite a few on SBS, same thing with Les Murray. | moved 
here in ‘89, so for the '86 World Cup | did quite a bit there with Johnny Warren and 
Les Murray. 

A few guys occassionally, like now, call in for bits and pieces. But like Adrian Alston, 
you might see him around World Cup time or something as important as the Iran 
match, but now you won't see him on television for another three or four years. It's 
just the way it works, That's the pattern." 
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GS: It doesn't bother you too much. 

AA : "Not anymore." 

iS : | thought that being Australia's greatest ever soccer team that there 
would be more of a profile for all twenty two of you. 

AA : | know what you're getting at but unfortunately it never worked that way. You're 
right, because even the ASF to my knowledge has never offered a particular position 
fo a player. | mean, would you like to be involved in the New South Wales or 
Australian soccer federation as a representative or a secretary or a PR man?" 

GS : Or even an ambassador. 

AA : “Nope nothing what so ever." 

GS : Its a tragedy because | personally feel that your talents as individuals and 
as a team haven't been utlilised. 

AA : “And to be honest with you they have killed a lot of people that way. | now, 
having been in Coffs for nine years and you might not be able to tell, have lost a hell 
of a lot of interest for the game. It will always be with me, the memories and all, but 
posers fo me now is soccer, It's past, it's gone, it's not something that | live for like | 
used to. 

/ could talk to you for forty minutes on this topic, why there is so much politics in the 
game and what I've seen and what I've heard. | have just had enough. There is a 
lot of politics in the game unfortunately that spoils the game right from junior level up 
fo senior level.” 

GS : Are you talking about the ethnic side of the game. 

AA : “That might come into it too. And of course there's a lot of bickering and in my 
opinion the game never took the right direction. There was too much politics involved 
in the game. Back in '74 they said "Right, from now on soccer is going to kick on" 
and ityust died. It just died for the next ten years until something else came along. 
We had a lot of interest shown and a lot of publicity for the first ime, good coverage 
and certain people, | am not going to name names, but certain people Iet it all fade 
away again with politics and bickering. Somebody didn't like somebody or 
somebody else instead of thinking about the game itself. And there was always a lot 
of personal conflicts, a lot of personal interests that played in front of more important 
ISSUBS, 

( found that at club levels too. If you're a wealthy guy and you didn't know 
anything about the game it didn't matter, you were the president. Only because you 
had the money, not because you were interested in the game or you had some 
knowledge of the game or you had passion for the game. {t was because you were 
well off, and [hat to me is not the way. | can say thal after twenly years, 

My last years at St George, | went back as Frank's (Arok) assistant at St George 
in '88 and '89 so | have been through quite a few clubs and | have, unfortunately, 
seen the way it’s run and you're right, with the ethnic problems too.” 


GS : You were player coach at Croatia and you finished there in....7 

AA : "79 as a player-coach." 

GS : And then where did you go from there. 

AA : “Melita. | gave away playing and by this time | was thirty-three. | thought I'd had 
enough and | just wanted to concentrate on coaching rather than playing-coaching. “ 
GS : Did you have a lot of success as a coach. 

AA : “Well, | was at Croatia for three years and player coach for the last two years 
‘78 and '79. We won the minor premiership in both those years. Then | went to 
Melita in '80 which was my first year as just a coach, not a player. We won the minor 
premiership (but) we lost the grand final. So that was three out of three if you like. 
And from there | was offered a full time job at a little club called Riverwood you might 
remember in the state league. That was a case of a lot of things coming together at 
the time. | was working for a sports store in Liverpool with this guy Steven Smith (the 
cricketer) and that particular store folded. The company (All Round Sports) folded 
campletely so | lost my job like he (Steve Smith) did and everybody else did. 


And just at that time, honestly, | think it might have even been that same week al 
the end of the '80 season at Melita. | mean, brilliant. We won the league, we won 
the grand final, everything was going well, and a brilliant little club, absolutely brilliant - 
club to work for. Nice people, good facililies and | had no intention of leaving. But 
Riverwood came along, they used to be called Arnclilfe Scots but it was the year 
they changed fo Riverwood, and they offered me a full time job, 

! couldn't believe it. | was the only full time coach in the state league back in those 
days (laughing). How could you knock it back? So | took that on for two years as 
coach 


The first year we finished seventh | think and the second we finished runners up to 
Croatia. In fact | think that was their (Croatia) last year in state league before they 
went up into the NSL. So we finished second to them on goal difference. | left them 
and was offered a job in Canberra in ‘83 in the nalional leaque with Canberra City." 


GS : Did you have much success down there. : 

AA : "I was only there for one year. They offered me a two year contract but / didn't 
take it because | still had a house and family in Sydney. | moved to Canberra by 
myself purely to take on this full time coaching job. Bul | couldn't move my family, 
my house and so forth. So! said (‘ll see what happens after one year. | think we 
ended up finishing seventh on the table and there was fourteen teams in tie NSL. If 
was quite enjoyable, a fairly successful year. They offered me a (wo year contract. 
Then it was a case of what do! do? Do| sell up and move to Canberra or what? 
And that was the year that Croatia came back into the NSL, '84 was going to be their 
first year in the NSL. So they rang me up while | was still in Canberra and asked 
would | be interested in taking Croatia again? 

So | thought, what an opportunity, | can come back to Sydney and continue full time 
coaching. | wouldn't have to sell or move. . 

So a fot of things happened and | came back and took on Croatia in '64, And they 
sacked me (laughing). Typical! Halfway through the season we lost a few games on 
the trot and bang! Typical soccer. | said to them at the start of the season that here 
we are playing in the NSL. We're going to be playing against teams like St George, 
Hakoah and APIA who are really established and brilliant teams and they have 
already been in the NSL since 1976, eight years in the NSL. You step up from state 
league into it. (They said) Croatia must finish up the top. | said you're crazy or 
what?" 


GS : Too high an expectation. 

AA : "| said this will take three or four years to catch up to these clubs, | virtually took 
on that team with a pure state league squad with unknown players. Don't get me 
wrong, they were good players, but they were just like Barnsley in the premier 
league. First year, poor Barnsley, bottom of the table. Lucky if you survive. If you 
don't get relegated you're doing well. Next year you do a little bit better. So! said to 
them it will take time and they said we cannot wait this long, what about our 
supporters? And | said well, stuff you, let {he supporters do the job if that’s your 
attitude. 

But that's soccer of course. Who's to go first? It's always the coach isn’t it? So / 
left and then | started to be a bit (pause), | don't know. It's not because ! got the 
bullet, don't get me wrong, it's part of the game. But when you give up playing it's 
never the same. : 
Once you stop playing, believe me it's not the same, Your passion goes. Coaching 
is alright but its not like being a player. 

| started to be a bit sceptical about the game (and) the people running the clubs. 
Because when you are a player you don't give a stuff what the committee says or 
what they do or what they think feectitenn) you're playing. But when you're involved 
as a coach you go to these meetings, committee meetings and some of the shit 
(pause).. 

ay oe | don't want to bore you. That's what happened and then | thought, 
that's it, | wanta break from soccer for a full year completely. That's when | started 
working for AMP as a rep selling life insurance, Again, Mike Johnson got me the job 
there and | thought I'm not going to do anything for a full year. 


a5 
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And then in '85 Rockdale Illinden rang me up and asked would | coach the team? 
So | ended up going there. Probably one of the silliest mistakes, but again | wanted 
fo doit. By this time | had a year off and | was starting to....." 

GS : Get itchy feet? 

AA: "Yeah, itchy feet and | just wanted to be involved and | went along to their little 
practice ground out at Rockdale. So | was there and one thing led to another and 
Frank far got in touch with me and said “How would you like to come back to St 
George?" 

And magic, back to my love. So in '87 and '88 | was back al St George assisting 
Frank in the national league." 


GS : And from there St George went out of the National League. 

AA : Well, | left at the end of '88." 

GS: And then you moved to Coffs Harbour. 

AA : "That's right. | went to see Frank at the end of the year and | said we'd decided 
fo move up north and | was leaving. 

GS ; And you're enjoying your soccer retirement up there? 

AA: "love it. The lifestyle is absolutely perfect. It's what we like and I'm now 
involved in things like golf. I'm been a bloody golf fanatic for the last four years. 
When you're working and playing soccer, training three or four nights per week plus 
every weekend you've got no time for anything else. So | thought once | come up 
here the lifestyle is entirely different. But the first year | was up here would you 
believe | ended up playing soccer for a little club called Sawtell up here." 

GS : You actually played? 

AA: “l actually played! It was nine years ago so / would have been forty-two. The 
reason for that fs certain guys found out that |! was moving up here. Leo 
Baumgartner was already here for a full year before | moved up." 

GS : Is he still coaching up there" 

AA:;" No, but he was. He actually coached a club for two years, North Coffs, and 
then he was director of coaching up here for about three years and last year he just 
packed it up completely. Again, politics, Certain guys didn't want him in the job." 
GS : | can't imagine that because he was arguably one of our best imported 
players, if not the best. 

AA : "I'm glad you said that because jt took me ail this time to tell him, I've known 
him for donkeys (years) and we've become very good friends, and it took me that 
long to tell him. When | was a kid growing up he was my idol and he couldn't believe 
it. | told him he had no idea, when | was thirteen (or) fourteen, he played for New 
South Wales while | was still living in Melbourne being a little ballboy and when | 
heard that Leo Baumgartner was coming | couldn't sleep for two nights, Things like 
that and he's a mate of mine! Incredible! If you had to ask me wha was the best 
player to play in this country, or import if yau like, it's Leo. | have seen him play and 
he was unbelievable." 

GS : They used to call him Sabrina because he was like a ballerina with the 
ball, 

AA : "Yeah Sabrina, that's right, Unbelievable, the little professor. I've got his book 
(oo, called the Little Professor." 

GS ; Has he signed it for you? 

AA ; "Oh yeah, he did of course. He wouldn't be more than seven minutes in the car 
from my place to his place. So | see quite a bit of him and his wife. We've been there 
for a barbeque, they come to our place occassionally and we get on real well." 


GS : So who would have been the best player you played with? You can pick a 
few. 

AA : "To play with I'd have to mention Johnny Warren of course. For a Jot of 
reasons, 

His leadership of course, his skills and ability, but more so his leadership and 
determination, An example to all of us as a player, | mean he was just a 110% 


player. 


So it's a combination of a number of things. 





Another guy would be Doug Utjesenovic, the right fullback (for St George and 
Australia) because we had a brilliant understanding and he possessed so much skill, 
it's a pity that all his life he was a right fullback, which | (hought was probably the 
wrong position for him. He just had so much skill that he would have been a better 
player, say, playing as a midfielder. Very creative, very skilful, read the game 
perfectly and we had a brilliant understanding, so | enjoyed playing with him more 
than anybody else. Those two would have to stand out in my mind, and Adrian 
Alstan up front. Probably those three | would have to mention." 

GS : What about the hardest defender. 

AA : "Stan Ackerley without a doubt, the bastard (laughing), I'll never forget when | 
was playing in Melbourne as a young lad of sixteen or seventeen he played for a 
club called Slavia, I'll never forget the first game, | actually played against him. | 
didn't even know who the hell he was. He said to me even 9 se the game kicked 
off when we were lining up, he just looked at me, he was left fullback and | was nght 
wing and a skinny little boy at seventeen year old. He said these exact wards - "| am 
gonna’ break your leg before this day is oul". Just then | sh*t myself but that was a 
put-off of course, but he was by far the hardest defender I've faced. But they are all 
hard, let's face it. As a forward you find every defender hard." 


GS : Coaches - Frank Arok the best you have played under? 

AA: "Yes, by far." 

ae : Even better than Rale Rasic? | quess it's like comparing chalk and 
cheese... 

AA : "Il wouldn't say by a mile, but Frank and Rale, those two in particular. I've had 
quite a few over the years but yeah, (hose two would have to stand out more than 
anybody else." 


GS : Do you have any regrets on your career at all. 

AA: "Oh no, not at all. | am very, very qrateful and very lucky at the same time. 
You know how you hear players saying "Ever since | was a kid | dreamed of playing 
for Australia"? To me, that's such bullsh*t, Now again (hat might surprise you, 
When | started playing soccer | only thought about the next Saturday's game. If you 
get selected to play for your club side at first grade level or New South Wales or 
Victoria it's an extra added bonus. You're not going to think about it from the age of 
fen, 

| never thought I'd play for Australia. That was never my ambition. My ambition 
was to be a good player, end of story. If you were good enough or lucky enough to 
get picked it was unbelievable, but | never thought at the age of ten one day I'd like 
fo play for Australia. And | honestly don't think anybody could. It sounds silly and a 
lot of people sort of look at me and say that's not right. But people will always say 
(hat once they've made it. Have you noticed that? It's always when a guy makes 
(he Australian team in any sport he says, "Oh, | had a dream that one day | might 
like to play for Australia". But you never hear a guy who never made it say, "Geez, 
one day | want to play for Australia. That's what fascinates me. | just think it's not 
possible. | think if you love the game and you're good enough and you work hard 
enough you'll get the benefits out of it. You'll play for Australia, but you can't actually 
dream about it. | just don't believe it's possible. 

Even Bobby Chariton said the same thing! He said, "| was dead lucky to have 
been picked for England". All he wanted to do was play for Man United and he said, 
‘All of a sudden | got picked for England, | don't know whether | deserved it or not". 
Now fancy him saying that! And he's the only quy I've ever heard that said exactly 
what | always thought." 


Not frightened to call a spade a shovel, the talented right sided forward who once 
thrilled crowds on the pitches of Australia now drives golf balls on the north coast of 
New South Wales. Now firmly retired from the game, Atti adamantly maintains that's 
the way he plans to stay. An outstanding person both on and off the field, the 
countless memories he gave all Autralian soccer supporters will be fondly 
remembered for many years to come. 


Studs Up would like to warmly thank not only Greg Stock but also Kylie 
Tomislav and John Punshon for assistance in compiling this article. 
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Paul Harley pays tribute to two men who 
WILL be representing Oceania in France. 


Does the name Lencie Fred mean anything to you? | thought nol. Which is a bit 
of a shame really as for a man from his part of the world to have achieved what he 
has deserves some recognition. 

Lencie Fred comes from Vanuatu and has succeeded where Terry Venables and 
the Socceroos have failed, Come June this year, he'll be off to France '98. When 
FIFA last month released the names of the match officials for the World Cup finals, 
his was on the assistant referee's list. 


Now I'm certainly no authority on sport in the Pacific Islands, so | wouldn't like to 
say for sure that this is the highest honour ever bestowed upon one of their 
representatives. Certainly they take part in the Commonwealth Games with 
enthusiasm, and with some success, picking up medals in sports such as boxing and 
weightlifting. Not forgetting the exploits of Fiji and Western Samoa in Rugby Union, 
particularly the seven-a-side variety where they are acknowledged as among the 
world's best. ie 

But on an individual basis, to take part at the highest possible level of their 
chosen sport, having been selected as among the highest ranked in the world, must 
be rare if not unique. 

If Australia think they have it tough - and let's face it, they do - as the big fish in the 
small pond of the Oceania Confederation, then how must the minnows feel? 


The chances of any of their teams progressing even beyond the initial qualifying 
stages-which realistically means beating Australia are at best remote, certainly in the 
foreseeable future. And while having an official selected would seem a pretty poor 
substitute for any of the major soccer powers, and in Australia for thal matter, in 
Vanuatu It surely represents a truly remarkable story of success in the face of 
overwhelming odds. 

Given the restricted facilities, the limited opportunities (well, where DOES an 
assistant referee on Vanuatu find high level, competitive match practice?) and the 
sheer isolation, Fred's selection is probably as important to soccer in Vanualu as 
qualification would have been to Australia. It should help to create more local interest 
in the event, giving the population more reason to tune in to some of the games. It 
will certainly encourage other local officials to remain involved in the game, and help 
\o attract new recruits, knowing that there is something to aim for beyond the local 
competition. Even the national teams in the region may find some encouragement, a 
glimmer of hope that some day they, too, may grace the world slage. 


It also confirms that soccer truly |S the world game, and that all participating 
nations, no matter how small, have an active part to play. Most importantly, fram an 
Australian perspective at least, it raises the standing of the Oceania Confederation in 
the eyes of FIFA. Anything which has that effect should be welcomed by all Oceania 
members, Australia included. 

All things considered, Lencie Fred's appointment as an assistant referee at the 
World Cup Finals deserves to be recognised for the remarkable achievement that it 
is. Having said that, it isn't his first experience of the big time; if any of you reading 
this have heard the name before, chances are that it was during the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics, where he ran the line in the soccer final. Not content with that undoubted 
honour and achievement, for himself and his country, he now has the chance to 
prove himself on the biggest stage of all. Well done, Lencie Fred, and best wishes 
from all for a successful and enjoyable World Cup. 


Meanwhile, the closest that Australia will have to a representative at France "98 is 
Eddie Lennie, included on the referee's list announced by FIFA at the same time. 


Lennie has been resident in Perth for around eight years now, an NSL referee for the 


last four, and is in his second year on the FIFA list. As well as a few Australian 
friendly internationals, he also handled one of the Asian second phase World Cup 
repels matches. However it would be stretching the point a little to call him 
Australian. 


He was born and brought up in Scotland, where he also served his refereeing 
‘apprenticeship’, making it as far as Premier League Reserves if memory serves me 
right. Effectively meaning that Scotland will be the only country with Iwo referees at 
the World Cup Finals. Which is only right and proper, of course, as that is where the 
game was invented, no matter what any misquided Pomme may try to tell you, but 
that's another story. 


Getting back to the point, | remember many moons ago a youth tournament in 
scotland. It ran for a fortnight, with around 12-15 referees taking part at various 
stages. Among them were some vastly experienced officials, one already on the 
FIFA list, two others long serving Grade 1 refs. shortly to gain FIFA accreditation. At 
the other end of the scale were five teenagers, including Eddie and yours truly, 
setting out on the early stages of our refereeing careers. Of those five, only Eddie 
Lennie is still refereeing, which would have come as no greal surprise to any of the 
referees there. Even in those early days, he displayed the potential and self-belief to 
show that he could go a long way in the game. 


50 to you, too, Eddie, whether you consider yourself a Jock or an Aussie, best of 
luck in France for a happy and successful tournament. And if by chance you get to 
see the boys in action, give them a cheer from me! 


Eddie Lennie in Oz: 

NSL debut - round 3 94/95 AdCity-Melbourne BUSC 3-0 

94/95 - 12 games (10 reg, 2 finals) incl. grand final. Referee of the year 
95/96 - 19 games (17 req, 2 finals) incl. grand final. Referee of the year 
96/97 - 20 games (19 reg, 1 finals) 

97/98 - 13 games (up to and incl. round 26) 
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2000 not too far away..... 

Mention 2000 and most people think of a massive parly or the millenium bug but 
here at SU we are getting just a litthe concerned about ticket availability. Even thirty 
months out, the chances of getting a ticket to the soccer final appear non-existant. 
Corporate packages being aimed at those with a lazy ten grand in their pockets 
naturally including a ticket to the soccer final. 


Back in 1993 when the ASF & SBS put together the ill-fated Australian Soccer 
Supporters Group it was envisaged that a percentage of tickets to events such as 
the 2000 final could be reserved for, say, gold members of the club. Yeah, well, we 
all know the ASSC went down the S-bend but we really need to know what the 
licketing arrangements will be, and whether REAL soccer supporters will have a 
chance to see the garnes that matter. 


Already the soccer public in Queensland are a little perturbed at the thought of 
former Rugby Union international and current Channel 9 head of sport Andrew Slack 
running the Queensland Organising Committee (should be a giggle with Channel 7 
having the rights!), while the decision to host soccer matches at the Gabba rather 
than Suncorp just plain sucks. How much input did the Brisbane Lions (nee Bears) 
have on that little decision, we wonder? 


Anyway, before the soccer fans get kicked around too much longer it is time we 
all got on the job and found out who is actually on these committees. Ring your stale 
federation and find out what is going on, allhough we wish you luck after our 
experience. : 

We rang the VSF and the lovely young lady on the phone was oblivious to such a 
committee. Okay, she'll pass a message on to Geoff Miles, CEO. A week later, no 
reply. Asecond call. A week later, still no reply. Hmm, do they care d'ya reckon? 
Nah, they've probably got their tickets already. 


ay 
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NEW SOUTH WALES ROUND-UP from Greg 
Stock 


The 1998 Soccer New South Wales season is underway and with its pre-season 
competition just completed has already produced more twists and turns than the 
proverbial packet of Twisties. During the off season we saw the Super League 
composition change with the dropping of one season wonders Sydney Uniled and 
the promotion of first division clubs Ryde City Gunners and Eastern Suburbs 
Wanderers. 

SU (not the fanzine) failed to live up to expectations in the Super Leaque in 1997 
both on and off the park and it was no surprise to see them drop the idea of a stale 
league entity. With the bye last season (due to Adamstown Rosebuds late 
withdrawal) the hierachy of Soccer NSW decided to return to the conventional twelve 
team, twenty-two round format which again makes the season a lot more balanced. 


The Ryde City Gunners and Eastem Suburbs Wanderers clubs finished second 
and third in last season's first division but were awarded the two remaining spots 
pines of minor premiers Hurstville City Minotaurs, the reason for which is still 
unclear. 

Ryde City are playing their home matches at the Eastwood Rugby Union club's 
home ground of T G Milner Field which has a first class delet and catering 
facilities. The only problem will be overuse of the ground as it will be used by both 
codes this season and already shows signs of wear and tear. Under the coaching of 
Les DeCelis, a reasonable season is tipped following their signing of former Cosmos 
ae John Koch. Eastern Suburbs, who were once floating the idea of entry into the 
N.S.L. under the Sydney Cosmos banner, will be playing their home games at 
Wentworth Park. Currently home to the greyhound races on a Monday and 
Saturday night, the venue boasts exceptional facilities with a first class pitch and 
they should prove to be difficult opponents. 


One club struggling off the park is rumoured to be the Sutherland Sharks. Having 
just completed the building of a new grandstand at their home ground of Seymour 
Shaw Park the Sharks have been dogged by rumours of financial uncertainty as well 
as mergers with the cashed-up junior association. Quile a few of (he first division 
squad from last year have sought greener pastures, with last year's premiers Melita 
Eagles being one beneficiary. Melita coach Doug Utjesenovic has strengthened his 
squad with the signings of Andrew Dowling, Paul Donnelly, David Thomas and Brett 
Kinnnimont, all from the Sharks. | 

In other major signings former Socceroo Gary Van Eqmond moves from 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles to Blacktown City, striker Eric Williams from Leichhardt 
Tigers lo Macarthur Rams and Jeff Doyle from Blacktown Cily to St George. 
stephen cag who was on loan to NSL club UTS Olympic has also returned to 
Bankstown City, 

On the coaching front there are three formeroos in the ranks - Doug Utjesenovic 
at Parramatta Eagles, Joe Watson at Eastern Suburbs and Peter Katholos at 
Leichhardt Tigers who will again put the boots on for one final year. 


The 1998 season started with the pre-season cup series which divided the twelve 
sides into two groups of six - north and south - over a round robin comp of five 
rounds culminating in semi-finals and final. The semis saw 2-1 victories for 
Bonnyrigg and Macarthur over Eastern Suburbs and Parramatta respectively. 

In the final at Melita Stadium on March 3rd, Eastern Suburbs prevailed 1-0 over 
Bonnyrigg thanks to a Scott Mutton effort in the 52nd minute. Scott was a pre- 
season transfer from Bathurst '75 and is fast proving he should make the grade in 
the Super League. The win by Eastern Suburbs was most surprising considering 
they have only just been promoted, but with names in the squad like Craig Sharpley, 
Steve Hickman, Mathew Dihm and former Latvian international Vadim Mikoutski the 
season looks bright. s 

On the other side of the ledger both St George and Sutherland struggled in the 
south group while Ryde City and Blacktown also were a little disappointing. Still the 
season Is still new and all sides have a long way to travel. One final note: 

The official NSWSF website can be found at: http://www.soccernsw,com,au/ 
while the unofficial one can be found at: http://www.goal.net.au/nswasf/ 


Look out for..... 





y 16 - Eri n Cup Grand Final 
We can advise potential interstate visitors that the Cricketers Arms in Punt Rd will 
probably be the place to be on Saturday May 16, although there are bare breasts at 
the Royal (just up the road) if your testosterone levels are a bil high. It should also 
be nofed that North Melbourne play Sydney (AFL) at the MCG during the day, so 
expect both pubs to be a bit on the rowdy side..... 




















MAY ) . 

6 - UEFA Cup Final (in Paris) - Inter Milan v Lazio | 

13 - Cup Winners Cup Final (in Stockholm) - Chelsea v Stuttgart 
14 - Asian Football Confederation Congress (in Kuala Lumpur) 
16 - FA Cup final - Arsenal v Newcastle 

17 - Oceania Football Confederation Congress (in Brisbane) 

20 - European Cup final (in Amsterdam) - Real Madrid v Juventus 


JUNE 

6 - Croatia v Australia in Zagreb. 

10 - World Cup kicks off - Brazil v Scotland, Morocca v Norway 

Also: Watch out for a three match series - Olyroos v New Zealand - in Lismore, 
Townsville and Coffs Harbour. 


E BE 
25 - Oceania Cup kicks off (in Brisbane) 
1999 


JANUARY - 2-17 - FIFA Confederations Cup (in Mexico) 
APRIL - 3-24 - World Youth Cup Finals (in Nigeria) 
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Before we forget - Congrats to NSW.... 
Back in February the finals of the Ansett Summer Series were held in Sydney and 
a hat-trick from Julie Murray in the final proved the difference as NSW defeated 
South Oz 3-2 at St George Stadium. Full marks also to Sharon Black who was 
named ASS Player of the Year, ahead of Katrina Boyd and Lisa Casagrande. 


Ansett Summer Series Finals results: 
Mino i-Final - Feb 
Victoria 2 (Bisby 74, Cosic 101) ACT 1 (Cooper 31) - after extra time 


NSW 3 (Murray 10, Boyd 69, Smith 89) South Aust. 2 (Black 39, 58) 
South Aust. 2 (K Moore 26, Black 40) Victoria 1 (Digiammarco 66) 


Grand Final - March 1 ' 
NSW 3 (Murray 17, 45,95) South Aust. 2 (Black 16, Morris 77) - after extra time 
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Thunder & Lightning can be so exciting... 

The early part of the year has seen a bonus for Oz fans in recent years with 
plenty of top Asian teams wandering south for some pre-season warm-ups. This 
year was a slight lel down, with the meltdown of the Asian economy resulting in a 
few cancellations. Unless the fiscal fortunes improve some Asian youll tours to 
hese shores mid-year will remain in jeopardy. Nevertheless the annual pigrimage 
of Japanese and Korean clubs delivering the usual high standard of play and the 
ee. novelty, like out at Sunshine when the Knights hosted Nagoya Grampus 
Eight, 

_ The fans in the stand were treated to the most spectacular natural lightshow in 
living memory. We wondered whether Eugene Brazzale might call it quits until it 
calmed down, or at least so the players could check it out! Which brought up the 
following question. 

When was the last time play was abandoned in an NSL match due to dodgy 
weather? Answer in Bulletin Board. 


Manchester United they ain't, but... 
The word from Steve Bradbury is that Newcastle Breakers have guaranteed their 


Strip will remain the same for three years, allowing fans to buy with some confidence. 


This depends on the So-called takeover of the club though. Any new owners may 
have other ideas. Well, this is assuming the club is still in existence next year. 
There are rumours you know... 


But would they have called themselves St Guts? 

One ongoing rumour (well, it was more than a rumour) over the past couple of 
months was the attempt by UTS Olympic to muscle in on St George in an effort to 
find a permanent home. Apparently the cash offer from the Greek consortium was 
generous enough but the puzzle remained over what, besides the cash, was in it for 
St George. Well, survival in one form or another is better than death obviously, but 
word has it that while a certain figure remains at the club its financial future is 
assured, Hmm, keep looking UTSO.... 


And some late news on likely World Cup line-ups..... 


BRAZIL 
Pinnochio 
Libero 
Bigbetto Momento Borneo Polio 
Porno Cheerio subbuleo Pyro 
scenario Banjo 


SUBS: Placebo, ree. Brasso, Stereo (L), Stereo (R), Portfolio, Hydrochlorofluoro 
Note: Possible late inclusion of Fellatio who no longer has a limp. 


HOLLAND 
Avis van Hire 
Van Diemansland Milli van Illi Van Gard Van Erealdizeez 
Advan Tagus Hertz van Rental Ad van cement 
Van Coova Van Sprokendown Aye van Hoe 
SUBS: Van Ishincreme, Transit van Dors, Van Morrison, Van Halen, Van dals 
Two notable ommissions were Dick van Dyke who was expected to pla y in the ‘hole’ 
while Per Vert has retired to take on the less demanding role of observing the 
opposition. 


YUGOSLAVIA 


[tch 
enn Hardtoreachitch Scratchanitch 
Hic Sic Spic Pric 
Digaditch — Fallinaditch 
Horseraditch 
SUBS: Mowapitch, Letsgetrich, paler eer Gottastitch, Killasnitch, Bumpipitch, 
pastich 


Asia Watch 
Ah yes, after THAT game last November all the so-called experts promised to 
keep a closer eye on Asia so there wouldn't be any more nasty shocks in future, 
right? Next time you see an expert ask him the following questions. 
1, Which team won the Asian Champions Cup last month? 
2, Which team won the Asian Cup Winners Cup last month? And which famous 
European striker was brought in on loan by the winners for the two matches? 
lf the expert doesn't know the answer tell him to buy SU30 and look in Bulletin 
Board, 
And while we're in Asia it's worth reporting the candidates for the Asian Player of 
the Year award. The expectant four are: Hidetoshi Nakata (Japan), Choi Yong Su 
(South Korea), Karim Bagheri (Iran), Khodadad Azizi (Iran) 


And the winners are... 

With the Soccer Australia 'Hall of Fame’ almost up and running we thought it 
appropriate to print the inductees into Britain's International Hall of Fame in 
Manchester which is due to open in 1999. The criteria were that the player had to 
have been retired for at least 3 years and represented their country. The first 5 were 
selected in a worldwide vote, the rest by public voting, sports journos and retired 
stars. (Ed: Thanks to Ewen Anderson for the list.) 
1.Pele 2.George Best 3.Bobby Charlton 4.Johan Cruyff 5.Bobby Moore 
6.Gordon Banks 7,MarcovanBasten 8.FranzBeckenbauer 9.John Charles 
10,Kenny Dalglish 11.0uncan Edwards 12.Eusebio 13.Tom Finney 
14.Garrincha 15Jairzinho 16.Stanley Matthews 17.Gerd Muller 
18,Michel Platini' 19.Ferenc Puskas 20,Roberto Rivellina  21.Alfredo di 
Stefano 22,Lev Yashin 23.Billy Wright 24.Zico  25.Dino Zoff 


Another list - including Stan the Man ! 

Worth noting that the English publication Match of the Day recently ran a list of 
\he fastest players in the Premier League and Stan Lazaridis came in at number 6. 
For the haa the players ahead of him were Owen, Overmars, Cole, Gillespie and 
Huckerby. 


Congrats to SBS - Yes we REALLY mean it! 

No sarcasm here thanks, SBS really DO deserve plaudits for their Logie win in 
the category ‘Most Outstanding Achievement in Sport’. And although plenty of fans 
thought Les Murray's speech was the stuff dreams are made of, it is worth making 
one point. Les’ assertion that SBS do it for the love of the game rather than for the 
money didn't make much sense. After all, aren't the commercial networks in the 
business to make money? 

For the record: the nominees were: Bathurst 1000 - Seven; AFL Grand Final - 
Seven; ARL GF- Nine; World Cup Qualifier MCG - SBS 


Greeks - It's all a matter of priorities, really...... 
Spotted in a newspaper sometime in mid-March: 
Crowd trouble halts Greek league match. 
Fans who threw missiles at the referee and some of the players halted 
Greece's showpiece first division soccer match on Sunday. 
The game between /raklis Salonika and Ac ceasing Piraeus was stopped 
for 30 minutes early in the second half when Iraklis fans hurled stones and 
other objects at the referee and Olympiakos players in a protest at some 
decisions. Police said there were no injuries or arrests. 
No arrests??!! They must use the same securily the NSL used to! 


And a few weeks later... 
GREECE; First division games were called off at the weekend fo protest 
against the way in which pools revenue is distributed. Clubs are 
Poidlaadlghts a greater share of soccer pools income from the Greek Sports 
Ministry. 
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Did that REALLY happen? 


Feb 

13 - Brisbane Strikers defeat Bundaberg Waves 4-0 in a friendly at Perry Park. 

15 - Sydney Utd hold their AGM and who should be one of the speakers? Northern 
Spirit chairman and ex-Marconi honcho Remo Nogarotto 

23 - Overseas wire reports indicate Harry Kewell has told Leeds boss George 
Graham he won't be playing international matches until the 2000 Olympics. 

24 - Brisbane Strikers demolish Rochedale Rovers 6-1 ina friendly al Underwood 
Park. Andy Brayshaw scores a hat-trick. 

25 - Carlton defeat the Olyroos 2-0 in Albury. Marconi announce the signing of 
South Korean international Sang-Chul Yoon. 

26 - SocAus issues a press release stating they "...will be contacting all overseas 
players to advise them of their obligation to play for Australia when selected." The 
aaa Herald reports that Rene Rivkin may be interested in bidding for the 
Breakers. 

28 - John Aloisi scores the only goal as Portsmouth beat Tranmere 1-0 to move off 
the bottom of the table. 


| - South Australia hold the touring Nagoya Grampus Eight to a 1-1 draw. 
Meanwhile in the Sth Oz youth league grand final, Adelaide City defeat the Adelaide 
sharks 2-1. The national title will be decided in May. 
3 - Latest rumour suggests Peter Tsekenis may be on his way to Perth next season. 
4 - The ET led Sanfrecce Hiroshima thump Adelaide Sharks 4-1, with Northern Spirit 
recruits Graham Arnold and lan Crook (twice) amongst the scorers, Alan Davidson 
announces his retirement, but that doens't mean we've seen the last of him.... 
np FA decides that New Zealand will NOT host the World U/17 championships in 
David Hill predicts that the grand final will be an all-Melbourne affair with Carlton 
looking the most likely to lift the cup. Port Melboune signs Carlton forward Daniel 
Allsopp on loan for the rest of the season. 
6 - South Melbourne are advised by Blue Orchid management in Singapore thal gun 
Nigerian striker Daniel Amokachi is available for transfer. No mention of the 
expecied wage demands though... 
§ - Hiroshima defeat South Oz 2-0 with Arnold again getting his name on the 
scoresheet. 
SsocAus issue a tersely worded press release, claiming the Sunday Telegraph's John 
Taylor has got it totally wrong in his article re: Player payments for the 
Confederations Cup last December. SocAus are quick to point out that FIFA are yet 
to make payment to SocAus, making it difficult for SocAus to pay the players. 
Quote: "John Taylor, yet again, could have avoided an inaccurate story had he 
bothered to check the facts with Soccer Australia." Anyone heard a response from 
John yet’ 
9 - UTS Olympic defeat Adelaide City 1-0 in Adelaide and UTSO honcho Nick Politis 
is SO excited by the result he arranges for a fleet of stretch limos to greet the players 
on their return to Sydney. Newcastle Breakers announce the signing of two more 
new players, One Is 24 year old Moroccan Phouad Umiil who has french second 
division experience and is apparently an attacking right midfielder, while the other is 
cw under 21 unternational John Fondoulakis and he is expected to shore up the 
efence. 
10 - Michael Brooks scores twice as Adelaide City defeat Sanfrecce 3-2. Yep, 
Arnold scores again for the tourists. Meanwhile across the Nullabor the Wanneroo 
Times reports that West Ham United's 'School of Excellence’ - and the 
accompanying $300,000 - is moving 100 metres up the road fram Olympic Kingsway 
to Wanneroo City. In Victoria, Dusan Lalezic resigns as coach of Springvale White 
Eagles. The Oceania island nations reveal they will support Charlie Dempsey in his 
re-election bid for the presidency later this year. 
11 - Rale Rasic is announced as the new Canberra Cosmos coach. Well, until the 
end of the season anyway, after Branko Culina's not unexpected departure. Zeljko 
Kalac leaves for a fortnight's trial with Borussia Dortmund. 


12 - Sunderland's interest in Craig Foster appears to be waning. John Gardiner is 
announced as the new coach of Springvale White Eagles. -. 

13 - Kevin Muscat is ordered to face the English FA after collecting his 11th booking 
of the season against Leeds in the FA Cup quarter final. Meanwhile Jason Van 
Blerk moves from Manchester City to West Bromwich Albion for a transfer fee of 
30,000 pounds. 

14 - Daniel Allsopp scores twice for Port Melbourne as his new ‘loan’ team defeat 
Heidelberg 3-1. 

20 - Reports suggest Mark Bosnich will be offered a new five year contract by Aston 
Villa worth in the region of $8 million. C2... 

24 - Knights stalwart Andrew Marth goes under the surgeon's knife to repair catilege 
in his right knee. Robbie Slater signs for Wolverhampton Wanderers in a deal worth, 
depending on which newspaper you read, either A$290,000 or 50,000 pounds. Ah, 
we might put that one down to tax purposes. 

31 - Marconi announces that Korean international Pan-Keun Kim has agreed to 

an extension of his contract with the Club and will remain with the club for another 
three seasons. Kim had apparently received “several huge offers to finish his playing 
career in the Japanese League. “ 


April 

1 - SocAus president Neville Wran fires off a stern lelter to the chairmen of the VSF 
and the NSWSF, berating them for initiating a "destabilising and thoroughly unhelpful 
exercise", Once again, the state honchos had asked for David Hill's resignation, this 
time over his bid for pre-selection for the Federal seat of Hughes in NSW. 
Meanwhile, Andrew Marth takes over the coaching reins at VPL club Green Gully, 
conducting his first training session with his right knee in a brace following last 
week's surgery. This follows on from his temporary spell in charge at St Albans last 
season, 

3 - Nominations close for the position of Oceania president, and contrary to earlier 
reports, the Cook Islands decide to throw (heir support behind incumbent Charlie 
Dempsey. <a 

4 - Legendary Liverpool goalkeeper and defendant Bruce Grobbelaar is spotted in 
Perth. 

6 - Newcastle coach (but for how much longer?) John Kosmina reckons South 
Melbourne won't win the title, Remember, he tipped Brisbane last year before the 
finals began... 

9 - Soccer Australia announces Croatia will host Australia in Zagreb on June 6. A 
reciprocal agreement will see Croalia in Australia in early 1999. 

10 - Brett Emerton re-signs with Olympic for two years, ensuring al least one player 
in 2000 will be home-based, although the contract merely means that UTS will get 
some cash if he changes his mind in the meantime. 

13 - Joe Brondolino and Peter Grey (see April Fools Day) again ask for Hill's 
resignation, this time because of a "general dissalisfaction with the administration of 
the sport in Australia". Dunno aboul the NSW scene, bul how a Victorian could use 
THAT as a basis for demanding Hill's resignation... | . 

14 - Vinko Buljubasic seems to have found a European home al Belgium club 
Lokeren. 

Perth expect to receive a compensation fee in the reqion of $50,000. , 
17 - Stan Lazaridis signs a five year deal with West Ham. Stan had two years of his 
existing contract to run, but the Hammers exlended the deal by three years with 
improved terms. Te 

19 - Lou Macari’s name is the lates! to be linked with the Perth Glory coaching job. 
23 - It’s official. Perth Glory honcho Roger Lefort is reported as saying Gary 
Marocchi had not been sacked - il's just thal his contract was terminated a year 
early, 


And by the way... Lae 
Those dreaming of a 100,000 crowd al the MCG to watch the final qualifier in 2001 
may be disappointed to learn the official capacity is now 97, 557. At least that is 
according to the March issue of MCC News, But just try keeping people out if we 
only need a draw to qualify. 
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Bulletin Board 


Attention Bookworms: Kiwi books may be 


available 


In issue 24 of Sitter (see Bulletin Board) Editor Bruce Holloway nominates his top 
ten of NZ soccer books, According to Bruce, they have no specialist sports 
bookstores as such. 

A number of the books he mentions are available in second hand shops. Others are 
extremely rare. If there is anything in particular you are after you could try Vic 
Deverill, secretary of the ’ 

NZ Soccer Media Association at 12 Pupuke Rd, Birkenhead, Auckland, NZ. 

On with the list then: 

1. New Zealand Soccer: The Impossible Dream by lan Garner and lan Walter. 

2. The class of '84 - Gisborne City by lain Gillies 

3. New Zealand's World Cup - The Inside Story. John Adshead and Kevin Fallon as 

told to Armin Lindberg. i 

4, Rothmans Soccer League Ten Year History (1970-79) By Vic Deverill 

“4 Outside the Area, A collection of Soccer Stories 1970-1995 compiled by Trevor 
owse, 

6. New Zealand Soccer Annual. Barry Smith / Vic Deverill 

7. Association Football in New Zealand By Jock Houston 

8, DB Soccer Annual. Edited by Josh Easby 

9, An Association with Soccer, By Tony Hilton. Statistics by Barry Smith 

10, The Truth Bood of Soccer. By Josh Easby 

Close but no cigar: The Dempsey Years - The Rise of New Zealand Soccer by Peter 

Devlin and Terry Maddaford's history of the Auckland Football Association 

ae news: Copies of “Outside the Area..." by Trevor Rowse" are available from 
revor at: 

6 Rangitoto Ave, Remuera, Auckland, NZ price $NZ5.00 


And while we're on the subject of Kiwi soccer we should mention Sitter (you 
wouldn't want to miss it!) once again. An excellent read, even in a non-WCq year! 
Contact: 

Bruce Holloway alt 11 Thames St, Hamilton, NZ or e-mail at 
bhollow@iconz.co.nz 


The Farr Post - Issues 18 & 19 now available 


St George season ticket for $10? You'd like to buy that? 
Thanks to Peter Smith and others for letting us know that St George Budapest 
soccer Club Limited is back with the ultimate season ticket offer, 

For just $10 (no its not a misprint) you too can enjoy every home game in the 
palatial environment of St George Stadium (nee Barton Park). You can send a 
cheque or money order, or cash presumably, to : The Secretary, PO Box 395, 

Rockdale, NSW 2216 
with your name, address and phone number enclosed. 

The letter advising of this great offer also promises that a guided tour can be 
given. Surely if any extra incentive is needed, the chance to visit the 'bowels' of the 
stadium, have a meander across the pitch and check out the historical photos, etc in 

the office is ample encouragement. No doubt interstaters will also want to join just 
for the prestige factor, the chance to impress people at parties, etc. See you in 
beautiful downtown Rockdale... 


Bulletin Board 


Yep, (some) Back Issues are available again! 
Occasionally SU finds the time and some mates who can do some favours 
and somehow manages to produce a few more back issues. ‘This is good 
news for recent converts who may wish to get a SU view of what happened 
when David Hill first came to power on April Fools Day 1994, or myriad 
other breathtaking developments in Oz soccer over the past few years. If 
you just need one or two send 2 x 95c stamps per issue, but if you need 
plenty, get in touch and we'll cut you a deal you can't refuse. 


Grea Stock informs us all that the NSWSF's official magazine Super Soccer Is oul 
and About again this year. Ina full colour format the mag Is designed to be a preview 
and a review of the weekends games in divisions 1 and 2 as well as Super League 
and provide the fans with a pregranere. to read at the ground that also identifies the 

players. ; 
David Cooper the hardworking NSWSF media officer ts the editor and he does a 
good job on the thing. Available al most Sydney newsagencies the cost is $3 or you 
can get it for free al the turnstiles of the next Super League game you go to, 


———————— eS eS ee a a eee 


‘Kick-off’ keeps the juniors (and everyone) else informed 
Every now and again SU gels a copy of 'Kick-OMf in the mail, a simple 8-page A4 
sized info bulletin about the goings on wilhin the Queensland Junior Soccer ouncil. 
Fascinating stuff for those into thal sort of thing, Further details can be obtained 
from the Secretary, Stan Lindsay on 07 4928 1228 or contact the state office on 07 
S467 S022. 
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Andrew Howe reckons Adelaide residents should check out ACE 6 (thal 
community TV station that playsendioss BMX/dirt bike races, too much evangelical 
stuff and the classic weekly series 'caravaning with Tomme’) for "SOCCER TIME 

focusing on South O stuff. 
Weekly, from 16 April, &.30-9.30pm. 


"SOCCER TIME" in Adelaide 


SSS 2S ec SsSs Ser Sa Sees SS SSS SSS SSS SSeS 
Stuff you may have needed to know: ' 
Dodgy Weather? - Introducing Stats quru Andrew Howe once again... 
Only NSL game that was called off mid-mateh due to weather was Canberra City- 
South Melbourne at Bruce Stadium in 1984 where a "severe and prolonged storm 
stopped play. Hellas would have been spewin’ ‘cause they were up 3-2 but the 
game was called off with only 8 minutos tell Ganberra won the replay 3-1 (Farina 





scored Iwo) ; 
Asia watch - 1. Pohang Sloolers (51) 2 Al Nase (SA) and Hristo Stoichkov 
el 


P.S. Winner of last issue's quiz wan Anthony Feryuson (ACT) who suggested 


Berti was smiling so contentedly because he's pris heard that Gree Mathews 
wants him for the next Hair Fusion ad series “The OWSS shirt is on the way 
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Name that Roo! 

In the grand tradition of Spot the Ball and other illustrious 
competitions SU has decided to continue with the idea of making 
you scratch the back of your brain and produce a response that 
might win you a Four Diegos Soccer Show T-shirt. So, all you 
have to do is identify this famous Formeroo. Simple as that. The 
background may give a clue, but after that you're on your own. 
Entries to the usual inlets by Ericsson Cup Grand Final day please. 
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